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Is their respite from the nerve dcstroying
and strength-sapping fatigue of the trenches
to be limited, to be restricted because of
scarcity of men, whilst thousands who
should go are seeking only to reap the har-
vest of individual liberty and national great-
ness that these men are sowing. The alter-
native to all this is compulsory service, that
each shall contribute to conserve the rights
and liberties of all. So far as Western
Australia is concerned, I believe that thc
Government, the Parliament and the people,
without regard to class or creed or party,
wvill stand behind Air. Hughes and say,
"WVe have put our hand to the plough an
we will not turn back." I desire to movc
the following amendment;-

We beg to assure Your Excellency that
we will give the most careful considera-
tion to measures that will best promote
the welfare and prosperity of Western
A4ustralia.

lion. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [5.48]: 1
second the amendment.

On motion by Hon. J. M. Drew debate
adjourned.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Honl.
H. P. Colehatch-East) [5.49]: In moving
the adjournment Of thle House I should like
to intimate to members that if we meet
again to-morrow I hlope they will be pre-
pared to go on witlh the debate. I do not
%%ant members to meet to-morrow and then
to find that only one or two members speak.
lIt will best suit all Parties if we go onl
with the debate till it is concluded and then
we can take tip the business of the House.

House adjourned at 5.50 p.m.
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ELECTION RETURNS.
Thne Speaker announced the return of

writs for the election of members for Sus-
sex, Moore, Northam, Murray-Wellington,
Canning, and Coolgardie, showing that the
lion. Frank Wilson (Premier and Trea-
surer), Hon. H. B. Lefroy (Minister for
Lands), Holl. Jas. Mitchell (Minister for
Railways), Hon. W. J. George (Minister for
WVorks), Hon. fR. 'T. Robinson (Attorney
General), and Air. Lambert respectively, had
been duly elected.

The lion. members took the oath and sub-
scribed the roll.

ELECTORAL - I3ROWN'H .ILIVAN%,HOE
SEAT.

Air. SPEAKER : I have to announce that,
fit consequence of the resignation of Mr.
Scaddan, a writ was issued for the election

oa member for the electoral district of
Brownhill-Ivanhoe. Mir. Lutfey was de-
dlared elected, but, Mir. Lutey having re-
signed (,n the 15th inst., a writ has been
again issued for the election of a member.

OB3ITUARY-Man. C. MoDOWALL.
LETTER IN REPLY.

,Nr. SPEAKER: T have received from the
wvidow or the late Mr. C. McDowall the foll-
lowing letter:-

Lynton, Colin-slreel, 16th August, 1916.
Hont. II. P. Troy, MI.L.A. Dear Sir,--
Will you please convey to the members
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of the Legislative Assembly my sincere
thanks for their sympathy in reference to
my late husband. It was indeed comfort-
ln.g to know that lie was held in such high
estem by all the members. I amt also
Vu0' grateul to you for -your personal
opinion so kindly and feelingly expressed.
Yours very sincerely (sgd.) H. NieDowall.

QUEFSTION ESPERANCE SOILS,
PAPERS.

Mr. WALKER1 (without notice) asked
the i'remiicr: Will the Minmister lay on the
Table all the ppers and reports relating to
tile soils of tlie Esperaunce district?

The PREE M replied: I shall have much
pleasure in doing so.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Railways: 1, Returns
of Receipts and( Expenditure on Govern-
ment Tramways for quarter ended 30th
June, 18910. 2, Reports in accordance with
Sections 54 and 8S3 of "The Government
Railways Act, 1904,"1 for quarter ended 30th
Junei, 1016. 3, Report of the Industries As-
sistance Board to 30th June, 1916.

fly the Premier: Public Service Regula-
tions (embodying amendments up to 1st
Mlay, .1910).

By the Minister for Lands: 1, By-laws
(Section 43) tinder "The Land Act, 1898,"1
and amendments. 2, Land Clearing Opera-
tions.-Audit of Accounts for year ended
30th June. 1.916. 3, Stock Suspense Ac-
rounts.-Regulaions. 4, Amendment of
Regulation 18 uinder "Thle Abattoirs Act,
1909." .5. Amended Regulations uinder "The
Abaitoirs Act, 1909."' 6, By-lawvs under
"Timp Cemeteries Act, 1897," and amend-
mnents. 7, Regulations under "Thle Zoologi-
cal Gardens Act, 1898."1 8, Additional Re-
gulation under "The Plant Diseases Act,
1914" (Potatoes). 9, Regulations under
"The Plant Diseases Act, 1914."1

Bv [ile 'Minister for Works: 1, Additional
Uniform General By-laws for regulating
registration of motor vehicles. 2, Amend-
inent of Uniform General By-laws for
motor traffic and standlard lights. 3, Build-
ig By-laws-Queen's Park Road Board.

4, By-laws-Ninghian Road Board, under
"The Municipal Corporations Act, 1906."
5, Building By-lawv No. 39.-City of Perth.
6. By-law No. 29 re motor vehvicles-City of
Perth. 7, By-law re erection of sign boards,
etc., Fremantle Mlunicipality. 8, By-law
No. 9 (Parks and Reserves).-Amiendment
-City of Perth. .9, By-laws re Sale Yards.
-Wagin Municipality. 10, Additional By-
laws rel motor aind otlier tratic-Nortli Fre-
inantle Municipality. 11, Amendment to
Bv-aws.-Carnarvon 'Municipality. 12,
Eratum, By-law No. 3.-City of Perth.

By tile Honorary Minister: 1, Amend-
miejt to Regulations of the Education De-
partinent. 2. Amendment of By-latws of
Albanyv Waler Sapply. 3, Amendment of
By-laws of Derby Water Supply. 4, Mfedi-
cal Depar-tment Reguilativns-Amendment of
Regulation 19. 5, Resolution and By-laws
tinder "The IHealthI Act, 1911-15"-Dowerin
lRoadl Board. 6, Health By-laws-City of
Perth. 7, Meat Inspection and Branding-
Amendment of Regulations. 8, Adoption
of Model By-laws-Comet Vale Local Board
of H-ealth. 9, Amendment of By-laws-
West Kimberley Road Board. 10, Adoption
of Model 13 y-laws--Bunbnry 'Municipal
Council. IL, Port Regulations-Amend-
anent of Regulation 76. 12, Report of the
Harbour and Light Departnient for year
ended 20th June, 1916. 13, Return showing
number of miemnbers in each industrial union
as onl [lie 31st December, 1915.

By the Attorney General and MAinister for
Mins,-l, Additional Regulation No. 40B
tinder "Thle ]Nl in ing Act, 1904."1 2, Timber
Regulations under "The Land Act, 1898.'

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.

Irr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[4.49]1: In accordance with custom I desire
to inform you, Mr. Speaker, and thle Chain-
ber that I have been elected, for the time
being, leader of the Opposition.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Assent to the followving Bills of last
session reported-i. War Council. 2, Fre-
mantle Municipal Tramaways and Electric
Lighting Act Amendment. 3, Supplement-
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ary Loan Bill, £1,300,000. 4, Health Act
Amendment. 5, Road Closure. 6, Licens-
ing Act Amendmuent Continuance. 7, Land
Act Amendment. 8, Permanent Reserve.
9, Appropriation. 10, Sale of Liquor Regu-
lation.

ASSENT TO SUPPLY BHLL.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to Supply Bill (No.
1), £1.,98,000.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Second Day-tmendn t.

Debate resumed from the 20th July.
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-

Sussex) [4.52] : When thle House adjourned
some seven weeks ago, strong exception was
taken by our friends occupying thle Opposi-
tion benches at thle present time to the ad-
journment of seven weeks which was asked
for on behalf of the Government by the
Hanoi ary Yinister (Hon. J. D. Connolly).
I want to say here that a seven months' ad-
journment would have been totally mnade-
quale to enable incoming Mlinisters to
fathomn tihe mysterious ways of their pre-
decesso rs.

Yr. !Underwood: Try seven years.

The PRE-MIER.: Seven months would
not hare been adequate to enable us to un-
ravel, as we intend to do, the marvellous
system of administration of our piredeces-
sors and their devious methods of linance.
Notwithstanding the experience and ability
of thle colleagues whom I have around me,
I amn sure that the House generally will
understand that it will take a very long
time indeed for Ministers to get a Complete
grasp and an intimale knowledge of the
numerous undertakings with which the
State has been saddle d(uring thle past five
years.

M; fr. 'Underwood: It will take you a good
while.

The PREMIER: -Ministers have assidu-
ously applied themselves to the work of
their depairtments during the short adjourn-
ment, and I shall leave it to my colleagues
to make the necessary announcements to the

Houlse fromn time- to time, as thle session ad-
vances, in connection with the work of their
respective departments. So far as the per-
sunne of the Cabinet is concerned, the Hon-
orary Yinister (Hon. J, D. Connolly) made
an announcement setting forthi the titles of
Ministers; and I now wish to enlarge
slighltly on that announcement, in order to
permit lion. members to understand the re-
arrang-ement of the departments. M3any
alterations have not been made; but some
which we thought desirable in the 'interests
of the country have, of course, been brought
about. Thle Railways have been transferred
from the Premier's Department to the Min-
is;ter for Railways and Water Supply (Hon.
James 'Mitchell). Water Supply has been
transferred from the Mines Department to
hi,; eare. The various industries, covering
the Iad ustries Assistance Board, have been
transferred from the Agricultural Depart-
mient to the MNinister for Railwayvs and
Water Supply; and the Agricultural Bank
has also been transferred to his care from
the Treasury.

Mr. W. A. Johnson: Has the wheat
rclicme gone over tco?

Illie P1 E3lIER: Yes. Lands and Agri-
culture are, of course, controlled by my
friend, the lon. H-. B. Lefroy, with the
exceplion of t11e branches which have been
rommitled to the care of the Hon. Janmes
,%itchlell. The Colonial Secretary (Hon.
Ii. P. Colehatchl) takes charge of the Edu-
cation Department in addition to the other
departments heretofore under the control
of the Colonial Secretary. The Education
Dep-artment. as lion. members are aware.
was formerly Controlled by the Attorney
General. The present Attorney General
(Hon. R. T. Robinson) takes over the 'Mines
Department in addition to the Attorney
Generalship. The Mlinister for Works andi
Tradingl Concerns (Hon. W. 3. George) has
virtually the same powers as his predecessor,
but Mr. Georg-e now absolutely controls the
Workers' Homes Board.

M1r. Foley: lHe ought to control his own
t ongue,' too, about the Germans.

The PRE'MIER: Perhaps the member
for Leonora (Mr. Foley) will take his
owva advice. I do not know what is dis-
turbing that bon. member.
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'Mr, Foley: You wvili find out before the
debate closes.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: Why this unseemly in-
terruiption on the part of the member for
Leonora? I have a duty to perform.
The Premier has been relieved of the Rail-
ways, as I mentioned before, and now
simply controls the Treasury, apart from
endeavouring to control his colleagues. The
Honorary Minister (Hon. J. D. Connolly)
is controlling the Water Supply Depart-
ment through the Hon. James Mlitchell,
and, in addition, is assisting other colleagues
in special business with which his previous
experience has made him conversant. I -e-
gret to say that the Honorary Mlinister in
another place (Hon. A.. J, k. Saw), who
was assisling the Colonial Secretary in the
administ ration of the Medical Department,
has left for the front. I regret to say that
from a personal point of view, because the
new Government hoped to have very valu-
able assistance indeed from Dr. Saw; and
I am sure that had the lion, gentleman re-
mnained in the Stale we should have received
that assistance. Dr. Saw's special know-
ledge and ability and tact would have gone
a long way to assist ifl the administration
of the Health Department. However, he is
serving his country at thme front; and one
cannot take exception to that. it is, per-
haps, lie best thing- the hon. gentleman
could do. My colleagues, as I said at the out-
set, are mn of experience and ability; and I
am satisfied the country generally deems
them such. The result of the election at
Northam, and more especially the result of
the Canning election, the majorities gained
by my two colleagunes, and the fact that the
poll in both instances was the heaviest on
record, represent. to my mind an undoubted
endorsement of the new Government, and
cotistitite -an emphatic reply to the Trades
fll counsellors who induced my friend Mr.
Scaddan to abandon his Brown Hill-ivanhioe
electors in order to oppose thme present At-
torney Oeneral. I am sure the result of the
Canning election is an indication of the feel-
ing righlt throughout the country, and I look
upon it as an instruction to the Government
to endeavour fearlessly to adjust the finan-
ces and to provide sound administrat ion as

outlined by ine in my policy speech de-
livered at Busselton.

Mr. Bolton: Yon have not mentioned
Cooilgardie.

The 'REMiER: I am quite prepared to
give ie electors right throughout the State
a chance ait any time to express their opin-
ions. I. do not think my friends opposite
want to give the electors that chance at pre-
sent.

Air. Underwood: Are you prepared to op-
pose Mir. Scaddan at Browvn Hill-Ivanhoe?
That is a fair proposition.

The PREMNIER: Will Air. Seaddan op-
I'ase mie in Sussex?

Opposilion Members: Yes.

The PREMIER: Why did not Mr. Send-
dan come down to Sussex and oppose met
I wonder why he did not. Why did lie se-
lect, out of the whole team, the smallest man
in stature to oppose? Mir. Scaddan picked
out what lie thought was the weakest mem-
ber. Air. Seaddan thought hie could easily
down the present Attorney General, but he
was very mutch mistaken, because the man
smuall in stature was able to lay Air. Scaddan
lowv, big as he is. The aim of the present
Government is, as I have voiced on many
and many occasions, to restore confidence
throughout11 the State and J am glad that
there is a helter feeling already exhibited in
business circles, in labour circles, and in in-
dUstrial circles; there is a better feeling in
existence right throughout the country al-
ready broughit about by the fact that there
has been a change of Government. We hope
to encourage the investment of capital in
Western Australia. We wish to induce peo-
tple to invest in our industrial and other pur-
suits, and onr aimi is to give those who in-
vest their money in the State security of
tenrer and immunity from State competi-
lion which has been so disastrous in recent
years as carried out by our friends opposite.
Notwithlst anding the jibes of our opponents
it is our intention to oppose uiijust and il-
legal trusts aind combines and to do what we
ra-n to encouragec every honest effort on the
part ot' thet citizens of the State in the di-
ration of increased production. We are out
to assist by all.91 the means in our pow~er the
encouragement of the primary producers in
thme great womrh which they have in hand.
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Mr. Un1derwood: You have already dis-
missed some of them.

The PREMIER: And we look on these
primary industries combining mining, pas-
toral, and agriculture as the industries in
w~hich the sure foundation of the State ex-
tends. These industries are to be encour-
aged and fostered so far as in our power
lies. The mining industry, which our
friends aire so ap~t and willing to throw at us
as being an industry that we do not value
or recognise, is as we believe it has been in
the past the foundat ion and success of West-
ern Australia, and we give place to no one
in tile realisation of the immense benefit the
mining industry has been to the State and
the immense possibilities which therein lies.
The opposition to the lilinister who controls
that department, the Attorney General,
which actually assumed the dimensions of a
chorus of disapproval from many of oar
friends opposite and many others as well, is
foolish in the extreme, and I venture to
think that members of the Opposition to-day
realise that the right man is in charge of
that department, the right man to encourage
the advancement and extension of that in-
du~try. 'Unfortunately for those who cri-
ticised at the recent election, and immediately
before, the appointment of Mr. Robinson
as Ilinister for -Mines, a erisis soon arose
on the goldfields that quickly demonstrated
his ability, tactfulness and sympathy with
the gold-mining industry. The gotdfields
lPresi cried him down,' at the same time gave
a very doubtful compliment to our friends
opposite by saying that at any rate they
had done nto harmi to the gold-mining indus-
t ry. Everyone recognised that a very
serious crisis arose when the question of the
employment of alien enemies was taken in
hiand and several mines, were closed down
owing to the men showing unnatural resent-
mneat in having to work with men idiom they
believed to he enemies of this country.

Mr. O'Goglilen : Yon were gOing- to lead
them to battle, you said so a little while ago.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is not
imaking a correct statement and lie knows
if.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Are the Italians the
men--

The PREMIHER: The hon, member mixes
our allies with our enemies. It makes little

difference to him whether they are Ger-
mans, Austrians, Italians, or Frenchimen,
all are calculated to rouse his eholer.
This crisis arose and assumed very
serious jproportions, which resulted in
the closing down of nearly all the
mines on the Golden Belt and affected
some four thousand men. That, as members
will remember, cauised a deputation consist,
ig- of mremibers of Parliament and represen-

ta.tiveS of industrial bodies and civic authori-
ties to) wait on me to see if we could find
some way oat of the trouble. I commend
these gentlemen for approaching me so
readily, and the practical proposals for set-
tlement which were put before that deputa-
tion immiedziately by my colleague, the Mini-
ster for M1ines, and his ready response to
their request that he should visit tlhe gold-
Fields, and by tactfully and energetically act-
ing in the capacity of intermediary brought
about in less than.a week an agreement and
resumption of work, This ought to point
ou~t to these who have belied him that hie is
the right man in the right place and they
ought to be the first to acknowledge the good
work that lie has done.

-11r. Collier: Whilst giving the Minister
credit for what is due, I hope we shiall not
be having this ad tiwuseam.

The 1PREMI11ER: The hon. member is only
emnphasising his offence.

Mr. Collier: But there has appeared a
gpeat deal in the Press.

Trhe PREI1ER : He has had nothing in
the Press from me. Perhaps the lion. morn-
hecr will adil his eulogy to mine.

MXr. ('oilier: I wvill give him all that is dlue
to him.

'The PREMIER: The Government atre
cem t.inly entitled to credit for having solved
1ii difficulty which had been threatening

JWe mining industry for 12 or IS months and
wl ich had not been solved previously not-
withistanding the goldfields ministry of the
day tried their hand, and the Commonwealth
f~overnnment itself had interfered. The
prospects for the future of this industry are
of p-aramount importance to the State and I
venture to say the possibilities are nothing
like exhausted. The Government intend to
nmake special efforts to encourage the de-
velopnment of our mineral resources. I admit
that thie history of the world goes to show
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that when once the goldfields begin to re-
trogress it is ditficult to stay them, but there
is such a large extent of mineral area in
Western Australia which is still almost un-
touched, unprospeeted, that wve have great
hopes that the gold-raining industry for
many, miany years to come will he a main
factor in the progress of Western Australia.

Mr. \ilullaniy: You told the member for
lKalgoorlie to take his mines and himself to
the Eastern Stales. som~e time ago.

The VREMIERI: Possibly 1 told the lion.
member to take himself to the Eastern
States and leave his mines behind. I think
that is meore likely. Thle Minister is calling
in the assistance of those engaged and in-
teced in the miining industry. Re wants
to obtain tile benefit of their knowledge, ex-
perience, and practical suggestions so that
we may embark on the correct lines to carry
on this import ant industry. The proposal
for a conference has already received the
approbation of the miners' unions and I he
(.lawber of sincs, and l hope that during

my oc-cupancy of office we may do something
lo earn ratlier more than the newspaper
eulogy received by my friends opposite.
There are many ahandoned leases on the
goldtlds that have never since been -re-
opened and] the Minister proposes to have
these properties encouraged and miade
known. H~e proposes to deal with tie pro-
perties which live been developed partly
by (lie assistance of public funds from (lie
Mines Development vote. These leases
which have had public, funds spent on them
together with private funds should he de-
veloped. New-corners are not induced to
enter on leases of that description when
they know that there is a large financial re-
spionsibility to shiouilder which has been
incurred previously. We hope that some ar-
rang-ement mar lie conlic to whereby peoi'le
may he induced to go and develop these
properties. The pastoral industry is one
to which I must give a passing reference as
it is a big asset to Western Australia. As
all thle leases expire in 192S action will have
to be taken after due inquiry has been
made. 'New lenses miust have a full and
reasonable term to run otherwvise we cannot
induce- people to go to the initial expendli-
tare which is necessary to develop them.
This matter is being inquired into as well

as the limitation of the areas to be held.
We want to encourage thre small pastoralists
and the cattle growers in order that they
maty get the advantage not only of the in-
dustry as such, but also that we may have
a sutfieient supply of meat for food pur-
poses for the people in the more congested
areas. T1'le classification of the lands a-vail-
able, the adjustment of rents in proprtion to
the distance from shipping lports, thle class
of land and waler supplies available are all
matters which will have to be taken into
consideration in thle rendiusting and the
fixing- of the rents to be. pafid,

Mr. Green: 'Will that refer to pastoral
leases on the goldfhclds?

The PREMIER: All pastoral leases.
Legislation will probably be necessary in
that direction. With regard to the agricul-
ftinal industry I do not want to weary hon.
members by a long dissertation on that
which we have heard about year after year,
bult I imust touch upon thle agricultural in-
dustry, perhaps the most important of all
our i nilustrics. 'The reprod netiveness of the
soil is thle fouindation of a country's pros-
perity, and I amu satisfied that [is we find
the years roll by history will roicat itself,
and the prosperity of our magnificent and
great State will depend more and more
tuponr this important industry which we are
just establishing. T[he hard times which our
farmers have passed i brough owing to
drought and war undouhvlly entitle themn
to every consideration, and I want to make
it perf-etly cleair that nothing has been
promised the farmers' representatives by
thle p7resent Government but what is abso-
lutely in keepingr with our liberal policy and
our public pronouncemnents from time io
time.

Ar. Angwin: If they get better treat-
ment than they had in the past, God help
thle Count ry.

The PREMIER: I hope they will have
m~ore sympathetic treatment than that which
was given tem in thle ',act few years. I
nin satisfied that we cannot give thema too
muich sympathy.

Mr. Angwin: They do not want sym-
pathy, they want assistance.

The PREMI1ER : I am, however, con-
vinced that the individual prosperity of
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even the hon. member hangs very largely
upon wvhat the agricultural industry is to
be.

Mr. Angwin: We gave themn every assist-
anee.

The PREMIER: Tile lion. member and
his Government squandered money right and
left and assisted the waster anti allowed the
honest man to be turned nwa4 front the
door. The previous Government haid no
sy steml at all.

mr. iFoley : Are you getting out a list or
hlIe waShers now!

The PREMIER: Thie whole business was
in a state of chaos and it was almost a hope-
less task to disentangle it. -We hare already
done somnething to assist the agriculturist by
abolishing the railway terminal charges.

Mr. A ngwin : You put them on.
The PREMIER: And we reduced the

fertiliser freights from one penny to one
farthing per ton per mile from the same
date. Of course we pat them on in the
first instance, but we did so with the full
knowledge of thle farmrers and settlers that
agricultural rail ways were thlen being con-
strueterl. It was5 part and parcel of the
policy and it was accepted as such. The
lion, member and his friends wvent to the
country in 1011 with the promise tlint they
would abolish this iniquitous charge. But
what did they do? They look it off for
li-e minutes anti put it onl again, and added
fertiliser freighis to thne extent of nearly
400 per cent. That shows tile practical
sympathy of our friends opposite towards
tlie farming industry. The 'Minister for
Works hais also taken into consideration the
question of freig hts on lines nowv under con-
struction, and instead of keeping settlers
hmaging on month after month, and year
after year paying contractors' rates onl
those lines, he has reduced the rates to the
level of those applying on the open railway
s ,ystem. The dingo pest wich is causing
trouble to the settlers has% already been
tack-led, and the rewards have been rein-
stated in the hope that the rest may be
exterminated. Again with regard to the
agricultural industry, as outlined in the
Press, we have in accordance with our
policy appointed a Royal Commission con-
sisting- of Messrs. Giles, PaYnter, Venn, and

Ctarkson, and we intend to ask those prac-
tical men to go thoroughly into f he position
of the industry, to consult those who are
entiaged in it, and who have big responsi,
lbilii jes in connection with ii-juszt as is being-
(lone hy thle Minister for Mines w~ho is con-
suilting those interested in thie mining indus-
try-so that we ay derive the greatest ad,
vantage from the evidence [lint may be en'-
leeled andtile brains of those connected with
thle industrY. The (Commission will have full
scope to iiitjloire, and we trust that we shiall
get some valuable evidence anti valuable sug-
gestions when (lie report is made available.

i! r. O'Loglilen: Are you going to dispense
with] yuur experts'?

The PRENIER: All anti sundry ran be
called to give evidence; existing exlerts wvili
he examtined anti the whole thing will be
gone into thorouglhly, and w~hen thle report
is inaile available bon. mnembers will acknoiw-
letige that the inoncy which the Commission
has cost wvill have been welt spent. The Com-

is~sion wvill also conduct an investigation
into the subsidiary industries such us bacon-
cui ug, hut ter-making. jam and preserves.
it is the tdesire of the Government to pro-
duce for local consumption first and then
to providie for export. We expect much
good fromt the labiours of this Commission
anti we also expect that it wvill be or great
-is-islance to us in connection with tile re-
jatriation scheune and the settlement of
soldiers.
*Mr. Carpenter: When do you expect to

get that Commission's report?
Tle PREMILR: I cannot tell the lion.

member.
Mr. Carpenter: 'Nor can anyone else.
The 1'REAIER: I do not think it will

take as long as tile Collie Coal Commission.
MrIt. Taylor: We build not; that Comumis-

sion is l ike Johnny Walker, still going
St rong.

The PREMIER: As soon as funds are
available-and everything- will depend upon
tile financial situation-we propose to sur-
ve -v all suitalble areas and blocks for the put-
plose of the settlement of soldiers, and in
connection with tile agricultural industry, it
has; been proposed, anti inquiries are being
made in thle direction of bringing goldfields
boys In thle coast to enable them to engage
in farming operations, at least those who are
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inclined that way. The Government will pay
their fares and make arrangements to see
that the boys are properly treated in regard
to food, accommodation, and so forth.
Again, in connection with the agricultural
industry we have appointed a Railway Ad-
visory Board consisting of Mr. Brockman,
tile Surveyor General, Mr. Sutton, the Com-
missioner of the WVheat Belt, and Air. Lord,
thle Chief Traffic Manager. Their duty will
be to investigate and report upon any pro-
posals for new railways and their attention
will be centered upon agricultural districts
lacking railway facilities.

Mr. Gardiner: Do you not think you are
overburdening Air. Sutton with work?

The PREMIER: I think Mr. Sutton can
do all this; at any rate I have yet to learn
that lie hans ever complained of over work.

Mir. Gardiner: The same thing has been
(done with our experts ever since we have
had them.

The PREMIER: Of course if it is more
than Mr. Sutton can do he will be relieved
of some portion of his work. The Advisory
boards did excellent work at the time when
we first started to build agricultural railways,
and I am satisfied that without such a Bogard
now we cannot get satisfactory results. The
attention of this Board will first of all he
directed to those agricultural districts which
are lacking railway facilities. I come now to
what ha been a serious bone of contention
and has caused great trouble to my friends
opposite, andi especially to my friend the
member for IKanowna. I refer to the Es-
peranee Railwvay. This matter hasn been
thorou.ghly ventilated in time Press, and per-
haps lion, members do not want rue to dwell
too much upon it, but the result of our in-
vestigations and inquiries, together with thle
achrievemuents of the settlers in that distri,-
made uts regard it as our duty to stop opera-
tions pending further inquiries as to the
quality and the suitability of the land to be
served. I regret that that course was not
liken years ago and that the recommenda-
tion by Air. Paterson amid his colleagues that
experimental farms be established was not
carried out. Those farms would have proved1

the worth of the country before the House
was Asked to pledge itself to the expenditure
of a huge sum of money. The estimated
cost of the 60 miles of line which it was pro-

posed to construct at present was £170,000,
including- rails, while to complete the line to
Noisezuan the estimated cost was £350,000.
The amount expended to 16th August was
£21,000. There were 40 men engaged on time
work, thle sleepers on ]land number 34,000,
representing about 17 miles, and there were
10 miles of rails down there. We did not,
as it were, turn these men off at a moment's
notice, but instructions were sent down to
thle construction engineer to stack and pro-
tect sleepers and timber, to protect thle banks
and cuttings against fretting and erosion,
to store the wvorking plant, to complete the
wings of the four bridges and leave them
safe, and to employ thle men on the job at
that work until the arrival of the first
steamer.

Mr. Green: it is the first time in Aus-
tralia that a railway has been stopped like
that.

The PREMIER: I don't think so.
Air. Green: And because your side were

all in opposition to the line.
The PREMIER: That is not correct.

When the lion, member gets the full facts he
will admit that we did what was the proper
thing.

Air. WV. D. Johnson: You are anticipating
the nature of the Commission's report.

The PREMIER: Nothing of the kind.
Work will he resumed if the report is fav-
ourable. Every protection is being afforded
to thle material and plant, but the Govern-
trent Would be wrong if they Allowed an
extra five-pound note to be spent there until
it has b)en prov'ed that it is a sound corn-
niercial p~ropositionl, and one which the set-
tlers could make a living out of.

2 lr. Angwvin: Whom do you think is the
lbest expert-Sutton, Richardson, or Cooke?

The PREMIER: I should think that they
were all better experts than the lion. member.

A]r. Angwin: T do not profess to be an
expert.

The PREMIE -R: That is a foolish ques-
lion to ask.

Mr. Angwvin: You turned Mr. Sutton
down.

MNr. Collier: You put experts to pass
judgment on the Profession.

The PREMIER: Mr. Miann, I think,
knows more about the salinity of the soil
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than any other of these gentlemen, although
Ihe lion, gentlemen do not think so.

Mir. Collier: Wo

The PREMIER: The hon. member for
B~oulder (Mr. Collier) did not think so when
hie gave instructions that a certain report
should be kept confidential, and which, there-
fore, has never seen the light of day.

Mr. Collier: I did not (1o so. That is
absolutely incorrect.

The PREMIER: His minute is on the
p~apers.

Mr. Collier: I said, "for the time being,"
tuntil the complete report is made up. This
was an) interim report.

The PREMIER: It has not seen the light
.if day.

Mfr. Collier: You know it has.
The PREMIER: Nothing of the sort.
AMr. Collier: I say it has.
'C he PREMIER: Let the lion, member

prove it.
M r. Collier: I will prove it.
The PREMIER: This is a disgraceful

and reprehensible practice.
Mr. E. B3. Johnston: It ought to be tested

ona other than party lines.
,%r. Collier: It served y.our purpose at

the Canning election.
The PREMIER: Mr. AMatn's report is

dated 17th June-
Member: What has the Canning election

to dIo with it?
31r. SPEAK-ER: Order. Hon. members

must cease interjeting when I call "order."
The PREMIIER: 11r. Mann's report is

dated 171h June. 1912. 1 say it w'as never
published. There is no evidence that it was
ever placed on the Table of either House of
parliament.

Mr. Heitmann: It was read iii the Legis-
lative Council.

The PREM IER: No. All the favour-
able reports were fully quoted, and in Au-
gust, 1012, the Mlinister for Lands was
asked by the Goldfields Esperance Land
League of Kalgoorlie for any reports and
results of any analysis of soils for publica-
tion. Hon. 'T. H. Bath, who "'as then Mfin-
ister for ILands, asked the Commissioner for
the Wheat Belt whether it would be advis-
able to make known the information con-
tained in Mr, Mann's report. The Commis-

sioner replied tial. it would be better if the
full reports could be made available. Then
thie Minister for Mines, the member for
Boulder (Mr. Collier), steps into thie breach:
and informs Mr. Bath, or advises the de-
partment, that they have in his (the Mines
Department) some voluminous information
concerning the Esperanee district and its
agricultural possibilities. The Minister for
Agriculture then writes to Mr. Collier and
asks that the papers should he made avail-
able for perusal. Mr. Collier replies that
thie information should be regarded as con-
fidential for the time being.

Mr. Collier: For the time being, yes.
The PREMIER: Yes, and that is ever

since.
Mr. Collier: That is not so.
The PREMIER: From 1012 to 1916 is

"for the time being."
Mr. Collier: I say emphatically it is not

so, and you know it is not so.

The PREMIER: The hon. Mr. Drew,
while speaking in another place on the Bill
in January, 1915. stated-

Of all the reports that have been made,
there is not one that has been condemna-
tory of the land.

That is an expression of an opinion of the
Government through their mouthpiece, the
Minister controlling the Legislative Council.
1-Te ignored Mr. Alann's report, the conclud-
ing sentence of which is.-

I can only express the opinion that in
the light of the facts then disclosed, and
assuming that the tentative standard of
salinity which I have adopted is the cor-
rect one, settlement on this land must be
considered as hazardous.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: That was a big as-

sumption.
The PREMIER: It is not a matter of

w'hat it was. It is borne out by the facts.
Afr. Mann goes on-

Unless its adaptability for wvheat has
first been fully tested by means of fairly
extensive plots grown on various parts of
this territory.
Mr. Angwin: Mr. Drew referred to 1912,

not 191.5.
The PREMIER: In 1915-
Mr. Angwin: He referred to 1.912.



[ASSE2.IBLY.J

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Mlinis-
ter) : He referred to 1912, when the Esper-
ance-Norsenian line was under consideration
as a mining line.

Mr. Collier: It is the same line and the
same soil. What nonsense you are talking.

The PREAIIER: I quite understand that
the hon. member tries to bluff the business.
it is, however, imuch too serious for that.

Mr. Angwin: I quite agree with you, and
Your statement is a very serious one.

Mfr. Green: And your stoppage of tile
railway is a pretty serious one.

The PRE\iIER: The lion. gentleman has
his remedy; let him fake it. The report
was made in 1012. it was in the possession
of Mlinisters. Sonic decided that it should
be kept privale and confidential. Why did
not Air. Angwin then read the report to thle
House when hie introduced the Bill to the
Le gislative Assembly later on?

Mr. Angwin: Because it wvas read here
previously and laid on the Table for three
years running.

The PREMIER : For three years running
it was not here. Even it it was here, his
duty was to call the attention of members
to it. Hon. members opposite quoted ny
report which suited their purpose, but any
one which was detrimental to I heir puIrpose
and would confuse their case and ought to
have been in the possession of the House,
which wais asked to commit the country to
this tremendous expenditure, they left out.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: That is absolutely
incorrect.

The PREMkIER : What did the lion.
members know about the salinity of the soil?
What does .005 per cent. of salt in the soil
convey to any' lion, member? It conveys
nothing to them. But if there had been
quoted to members the paragraph in the
report that it was a very hazardous under-
taking, then members would have had some-
thing tangible placed before them.

-Mr. Foley: M.%r. Drew's report distinctly
gave MrIt. Mann's report, and then hie comn-
pared its report with another gentleman in
the same line (Mir. Kearney) who knew
more than Mir. Mann. This will be found
in Hansard.

The PREMIER: No. Tt is not found in
Hansard. The lion. member cannot prove it.

'rthe report was not read. This work goes
on but in a very desultory fashion. The "y
did not work with a very great heart in thle
commencement of operations. It is a sort
oC apology. TheY say-

We have passed the railway and got the
authorisation of Parliament but we do
not want to spend ainy money.
"fr. Collier: And you stopped it.
The PREMIER: They go on to say-

We mre not going to raise money or get
tile material,

hut are ultog-elhier half-hearted in their pro-
p ostaIs.

Ilr. O'Loghlen: See how you get on.
The PRENIER: In February of this

year the Agricultural Bank trustees got in-
structions from the previous Government
that they were to make funds of the bank
available for settlers in the Esperanee clis-
iriet, and it was only when Messrs. Richard-
son and Cookie. whoma Mr. Angwin is practi-

call codeming I presume, by his inter-
jection-

Air. Angwin: I say they are not experts
like Mr. Sutton.

The PREMIER: [t was only when these
gentlemen returned from their inspection,
and being suspicious that the presence of
salt accounted for the poor results from the
soil, that they began to make inquiries and
that thits copy of the report by Mr. Mann
caine to l ighit.

Mr. W. D). Johnson: Oh, I say.
Air E. 1B. Johnston: The bank promised

this in writing before the settlers went
there?

The PREMIER: I do not know about
that. What is tile position? The settlers
were undoubtedly kept in ignorance of the
fact that it was a hazardous undertaking
with whel, they were connected -Par iament
was hoodwinked. The Bill was passed two
years later and the country was committed
to the expenditure of £170,000, to say no-
thing of the £40,000 or £60,000 for harbour
works in addition.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: What Government set-
tled them on the land?7

The PREMfIER: The Agricultural De-
partment have advanced something like
£C11,000 to the settlers, and at the present
time many of the settlers have abandoned
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their holdings, and I am sorrowful to admit
that [ie r-eumainder are now in a pitiable
plight.

Mr. Taylor: Have advances been made
since the line was lpassed?

The PREMIER: I do not know; probably
prior to it and since. The average yield,
and hion. members cannot get away from it,
in 1913-14, was 4.2 bushels to the acre; in
1914-15 it was 2.5 bushels to the acre, and
in 1915-16 the harvest was 5.2 bushels to
the acre.

Mr. Collier: You will admit that the land
liad not been properly farmed. The crop
was only scratched in, and at first the
settlers had no fertiliser.

The PREMIER: The hion, member must
admit that other districts were in exactly
the same position.

Mr. W". D. Johnson; No.
The PREMIER: I guarantee that the

lion, member for Guildlford (Mfr. AV. D.
Johnson) is not prepared to invest his
money in the district, and undertake farm-
ing thiere.

A'r. W. D. Johnson: Unfortunately
other districts have suffered likewise. The
losses in agriculture results are not limited
to Esperance.

The PREMIER: I am quite aware of
that.

'Mr. WV. D. Johnson: Others have suf-
fered in consequece.

The PREM-IIER: I ann aware of that too.
'Mr. W. I). Johnson: Then do not con-

demn the Esperance District.-
Tine PREMIER: I am dealing with the

repirehensible conduct of lion. members op-
posite, who knew that it was a doubtful
and hazardous operation.

Air. WV. D. Johnson: That is absolutely
incorrect.

The PREMIER: A sum of £2,000 is due
for rents and nearly £2,000 has been ad-
vanced byv the Tndustries Assistance Board
for payment of rents. 21 inisters knew that
these farms were absolutely useless and that
it was impossible for the settlers to get on
there, and Yet moneys were taken to pay
rents to bolster up the revenue. As re-
cently as the 13th April of this year the
Trustees of tile Agricultural Bank stated
that thiese holdings had no mortgagable

value at the present time and they refused
to advance the bank's money upon them,
notwithstanding that 21inisters would bring
p)ressure to bear upon them. They say-

It is not safe business for the bank
to undentake.

The member for Ranowna (Mfr. Walker)
I-ad tine file sent on to him by the member
for Guildford (Mfr. Johnson), and] all that
,Ar. W~alker has to say when lie reads the
file is ''Noted with disappointment.'' We,
however, have appointed a Royal Commis-
sion a nd I mlainitamn that we have taken
the right steps. We have appointed as this
Commission, Mr. C. E. Dempster-

*Mr. Foley: '.%r. Dempster was a gentle-
man who was on the pastoral area before
it was cut up.

The PREMIER: H1e w'ill not object to
the railway I p~resuime.

Alr. Foley:- Under the conditions ex-
pressed possibly he w'ill.

Mr. Bolton: Re was an opponent of the
railwvay before lie was appointed.

The PRE2[IEH: Tile other gentlemen
of the Conimission are Messrs. lIN1. F. Pad-
bury" and N., K. McDonald. These gentle-
men have been appointed to inquire into
the whole circumstances surrounding the
settlement of the land and as to its quality
and suitability for successful farming 01)-
eratiotis.

Mr. B~olton: After expressing opposition
to fine railway.

The PREMIIERf: No.
Mr. Bolton : Tine Chairman has expressed

his Opposition to the railway.
The PRE2I1ER: They have been ap-

pointed to inquire into and report on the
possibility of successful farming of the
land in the mallee belt. The Commission
will be g-iven the widest powers and will
be eniabled to travel over the State and get
all the expert evidence available. I feel
sure that the Commission is in a better
position than if we hind appointed a single
expert on thne Commission. They can find
out more information than could be given
them by an expert, and in any case they
can call experts to give evidence whateever
they like. Let us have this, and let us have
as many experts ais are wanted. The Comn-
mission will closely examine all reports in
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the hands of the department. They will
inspect the farms and will advise what, if
any, experimental work should be under-
taken by the Government.

Mr. Collier: In the meantime what are the
settlers to do?

The PREMUIER: The settlers are in no
worse position than they have been at any
time during the last five years. The area
of land similar in every respect to that al-
ready settled is sufficiently extensive to
justify all expenditure necessary to thor-
oughly test the district. Should the Corn-
mission's report condemn the land for
wheat-growing purposes immediate steps
will be taken to transfer these settlers,
should they desire it, to more favourable
areas.

Mlr. Fol ey : Have any measures been
taken yet with regard to people who may
be starving up to date?

The PREMIER: I cannot say. But the
lion, member need not worry on that point.
In the meantime, in order that no time shall
bc lost at all, Air. Sutton will visit the dis-
trict as early as possible and ascertain if
there are suitable areas of fallowed land to
commence experimental work npon. If we
hlave to start clearing the land and putting
in experimental areas we will not be able
to do it this season, but will have to defer
it until next year. We hope, however, that
'Mr. Sutton will be able to find suitable
areas for experimental purposes.

Member: Is it a fair test to put iii a
crop this season?

The PREMIER: We -hope we shall he
able to do so. As soon as a report is avrail-
able Parliament will be given full inforna-
tion.

Mr. E. 13. Johnlston. interjected.
The PREMIER: It would he a much

mnore serious thing if I permitted public
moineys to he spent down there, knowing
full wvell that in doing_ -o I ran the risk
of thle whole of it beihg- lost.

M[r. Munsie: The chairman was abso-
lutely hiassed before you put him there.

The PREMIER: I think not. I cannot
think that the lion, member will stand
to that statement.

Mr. Muinsie: It is the truth, anyhow.
The PREMIER: I hope the lion, member

will repeat that statement outside.

Mr. Bolton: The chairman has made the
statement himself.

Mr. M1unsie: You knew it before you ap-
pointed ]uim.

The PREMIIER : With regard to the tim-
her indlustry thle aim of the Government is
to preserve our splendid forests as a great
niationail asset-and that has been, I think,
the aim of every Government wve have had
-aid by judicious conservation to ensure
that they shall remain a source of wealth
and revenue to the State for all time.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: What do you propose
to dIO?

The PREMIER: Amended timber rcgii-
lations have been promulgated which pr~o-
vide for the more systematic working of
the forests. Strong objections have been
made to these regulations on the grouind
that they will increase thle cost of produc-
ing niarketable timber, Those objections
will be very closely investigated and eon-
sidered, and an endeavour will he made to
framne equitable regulations, and if neces-
sary the regulations will be further
ame~nded. We are prepared to frame any
amendments requited on equitable lines. I
trust these few remarks onl the intentions
of the Government with regard to the tim-
her industry will satisfy hon. members.
And now I come to the question of State
enterprises. Very careful consideration is
being given to the conduct of the State
steamiship service in the immediate future.
The Government is adverse to the dual coil-
trol of the Fremanitle Harbour Trust and
time State Steamship Service.

.1r. Angw ini: The same old tactics.
Eeystatement I gave you was correct.

Thme PREMIER: Every statement you
made wvas wrong, and your estimates of
cost were always based on wrong figures.
The Government, I say. is adverse to the
dual control of tile P remnantle Harbour
Trust and the State Steamship Service.
T'his is it very ditfirult problemn and so soon
.is a 'decision is arrived at Parliament will
he advised. The motor ship "Kaugaroo'"

Mr. Aagwin: A splendid bargain
The PREMIER: A splendid bargain.

Owing- to abnormal freights this vessel is
making large profits, and I think she will
continue to make large profits so long as
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the wvar last, and probably for some time
aftrwords. The position in regard to the

ships ohtaiaed by the late Government for
the 'North-West trade is most unsatisfac-
tory. The ''Western Australia" unfortut-
nately is under charter to tile Imperial
(Jove, ninent. until tile end of the war.

Mr. Bolton: Unfortunately) Why?

The PREMIER: Yes, unfortunately.
And therefore we wilt be prevented from
disposing of the vessel at a time when she
might he disposed of at a good figure. Ef-
forts are being made to sell her if the Im-
penial Government will permit. Mr. Stevens
calls her an absolute disaster and an im-
possible proposition. The whole of the
State Steamship proposition has proved
most disastrous. The manager reported
of it "It is no good struggling on with 01(1
or more less decrepit, slow and most un-
suitable ships, designed for trades totally
different in every respect from those in
which we have to run them.'' What more
do lion, members want to convince them of
the nature of the steamship proposition?

Mr. Bolton:- What is the date of the re-
port ,

The PRMER: Hon, members will not

own tip to mistakes they have made in the
past.

Mr. W, D. Johnson:- What is the date of
the report I

The PREIIIER: I have not got it here.
IMr. W. D). Johnson:- You are dealing

with the report concerning the "Western
Australia", only. You are as nearly fair as
you caOn Fe.

Th'e PREMIER: That interjection is not
decent, and I ask that it hie withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER:3 The hon. member will
please withdraw the remark that the Premier
is as nearly fair as he can be. The insinua-
tion is that the Premier is not fair.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: I will withdraw the
remark.

The PREMIER: Then the s.s. "Kwiaana"'
is due for her second No. 3 survey at the
end of the year and again the manager of
the service reports:- "She is getting-
-so old and has now reached the stage when
she should be sold." Then there is the s.s.
-"Bambra" which was chartered from the
-Commonwealth Government and of that the

manager of the service has this to say:
"She is of slow speed and low power, which
entirely niilitatffs against her being a finani-
cial sucecess on thie North-West trade." Un-
fortunately this vessel struck an uncharted
rock and is now at Singapore to undergo
rep airs, which, it is estimated will take two
months to effect. That increases the diffi-
cuies of carrying on the coastal trade. We
have the s.s. "Iloira" chartered from the
Commonwealth Government for the cattle
trade and there is some doubt as to whether
we shall be able to retain that vessel. I am
at thie p~reseflt time negotiating wit]h the
Prime MNinister, and 1 am endeavouring to
impress upon iim the necessity of per-
mitting this ship to remain on our coast so
that we may be able to maintain a supply of
meat for (lie consumption of our people.
The State Steamship Service shows a loss
since its inception to the 30th June, 1915,
of £63,150, and the approximate loss for the
year ended 30th Junie, 1910, was £16,850,
making a total loss of £80,000. In arriving
at a determination as to (lie best methods of
continuing the service during the war and
uintil normal conditions are restored, the
Government will be influenced firstly by a
determination to afford the people of the
North-West the best service possible in the
circumnstances, and secondly by a desire to
save die Stare from present and future loss.
The whole question is full of dirneculties and
is now being~ inquired into.

Mr. Angwin: Was there any loss in last
yea r's working?

Tme PREMI1ER: Approximately £16,000.
Mr. Angw in: Get out.

The PREMIER: The State Ferry Ser-
vice was taken over in 1912 and for the first
15 months showed a profit of £1,260 and in
thme following year the profit was £1,060. In
the third year the profit had disappeared
and in its ])lace there was a loss of £396.
Consequent upon this, the service was re-
stricted in certain directions and fares were
increased, but the year ended 30th June
last still disclosed a loss of £355. There is
no doubt that this unsatisfactory state of
affairs is due in a large measure to the eon-
struction of the ferry steamer "Perth,"
which was costly both to build and to run.

Mr. Heitmnnn: She is a beamuty!
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The PREMIER: The only useful service
that steamer was ever engaged in was an ex-
cursion she undertook one beautiful morn-
ing when I saw her from my verandah over-
looking Freshwater Bay gaily bedecked with
flags and carrying as passengers the mem-
bers of the previous Ministry. That was the
occasion of the; steamer's trial run and the
vessel certainly looked very charming on
that occasion.

Mr. O'Loghlcn: I suppose you were
sorry you were not there.

Air. Angwin: Are you sure the Ministers
were on board?

T'le PREMIIER: Yes, the lion. member
himself was there.

Mr. Angwin: I was not.
The PREMIER: 'The position of the

ferry steamers is being investigated in the
hope that some means may be devised
whereby the loss to thle State may be ter-
minated without prejudicing the interests
of the people of South Perth. Our State
Fish Supply which was to do so much for
Weslern Australia for the first 12 months
(fihe 1st December, 1914, to the 30th Nov-
ember, 1,915) showed a loss of £8,183. For
the seven months, 30th Novembher to 3001
June last, there was a further loss of £2,740.

Mr. Answin : What about the charges?
The PREMIIER : The lion. member knows

I can not give them now.
Mr. Aamwin: You arc making statentns,

whly not back them tip?
Thle PREMIER: The lion, member has

no conception of figures. He is one of thie
greatest muddlers, and an inspect ion of the
State I mplemient Works will bear that out.
Whi kt the average ion thlv loss in cozinec-
ion with the fish supply for the initial

year's operations was £203, that for the past
seven imonths has been at the rate of £391
per month. A large proportion of that loss
seems to have been due to the purchase of
ttatlly unsuitable vessels. It is not the
Policy of the Government to carry on comn-
petitive trading enterprises of this nature,
and wlslt the earliest opportunity will be
taken of escaping from this heavy financial
loss, care will be exercised so that public
inconvenience will be avoided by any sudden
intereference with thle fish' supplies. We
shall endeavour to organise our resources so

that we shall not create a blank, and to en-
able private enterprise to re-establish them-
selves in an industry which was taken from
them.

M r. Bolton: Greeks.
The PREMIER: Are they enemy sub-

jects?
Air. Bolton: You might be proud of them;

we are not.
The PR3ElMIER: I am not Proud of the

lion. member.
Mr. Bolton: You are of thme Greeks.
The PREMIER: With regard to the

State Brickworks
Air. Angwvin : You have not published thle

balance sheet of that enterprise either.
Thle PREMIER: It will he ready shortly.

The lion, member has had five or six of them
already.

Ur. Angwin : We have had thiree, and
they all show that the brickworks made a
profit.

Thie PREMIER: The State Brickworks
were going to turn out bricks at about 15
or 20 per cent. cheaper than anyone else
could mnake them for, and it took two or
three years to get them going. I find that
£30,000 has been expended on those wvorks,
aind although they show a better result than
lerhaps somec of thme other enterpries, the
los includini, depr-ceiation dining thle 15
mnonihis ended 301h Juine. 1916, was £1,000.
An en Ocavour will be made to sell thle brick-
works as a going concern.

Mr. Mlunsie: You must have a buyer.
The PPE)IIER : Or we shall lease them

on coadit ions which wvillI conserve the inter-
ests of the Sl ate. Whether wye eali get any-
one to buy or lease them, I do not k-now.

A~ir. Ang-Win: We saved over £C2,000 'in
the bricks which had to he purchased by
the State.

The PREMIER: [ doubt that statement
veryv much indeed. Even then the brick-
works show a loss of £1,000. I am coming
iowv to the pet works of the bon. member
for last Fremantle (Mr. Angwin), the im-
plement works. I w'eat through the estab-
lishment for the first time the other day
with thle present Minister for Works.

-Ar. Angwin: I squared them up.
The PREM]IER: If the lion, member says

lie scluarod them Lip lie does not know the
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meaning of tie termi. The work could not
be squared til without the expenditure of
a large sumn of money. The total amountL
invested is £275,000 and the loss on opera-
tions. is £57,000. The trade from 1913 to
1916 amounted to £101,564 for implements,
il~lS53 fur Government departments and

£7,543 for the public, making a total of
£:251,052, That has been the total turnover
for the rajiital amount which I have given

houin'ii.ets.

VA . A 112win : Wias t1at capita] all out at
one (lnte?

The i'll EM IEli: I shouild think ntt You
go on e-onstructilia your works and cxi end'-
ing- calital.

Mr, A ngwin : You aire dealing with 'lie
trading account and 1ot tlie capital Oxhtendhi-
hire; you know thati(lhe capital exp~enditure
is just a little over V90,000.

The l'lEM I Eli: The capital in the bus-
mness,' works, plant, stock; etc.. is £275.000.

11r. kngwin: 'The m"oniey is going in and
out all thle lime.

The 1'REM IER l: Tihe turnover since the
works; were start ed is £251,000.

Mr, D.I. Johnson: What is the stock
wont hi

The PR EM] ER: The stock on hand is
put down at £70,000.

Mr. 'rhomas: You have been making mis-
statements.

The PREMTIER: '[le lion, member's Men-
lal cartucit *v is so limited that hie cannot tin-
derstand.

£'ittig sus jrnnded from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Tile PREMNIER: Before tea, when I was
discuissing- the State Implement Works, my
statement that the total funds invested
amounted to £275,000 in round figures. wvas
challenged, and. alpparently, the Ipoint I was
making was not quite understood. The sun
of £275,000 includes not only the cost of
plant and buildings, whtich was £94,156, but
the stock on hand, representing £70,245, and
the hook debts £74,734. Then there is the
loss since the inception of the undertaking,
amountinz to £57,000, consisting- of £446,86S,
as shown in the balance sheet, and £10,583
interest on moneys advanced by the Tress-
ury and which have not been charged itp
to the undertaking.

Mr. W. D). Johnsont : Then you were
wrong in including all this in the capital
cost of the work.

The PREMIER: 'No. The bon. member
was wrong; he did not understand -what
the capital invested in the undertaking- con-
sisted of.

Mr. AV. 1). Johinsotn: You said the capital
cost.

The -PREMIER: Well, I will take the hon.
:ne'inhner on that point. The capital cost of
:in undertaking is all thle capital invested
in fl ain udert uki ng.

Mr. AV. 1). Johnson: TIaut is not what
You conveyed.

The PRElM IElR: If thle lion, member
wishes to split straws lie is at liberty to 'to
do.-

Mr. AV- 1'). Johnson: Thne fact that you
land to rei'ljust your tigutres during, the ad-
joturnmuent is p~root that you were wrong
before,

The PREMiER: No: I have done it in
order to enable hon. members opposite
to understand a commercial term. The
turnover is £2351,000, the stock on hand
represents £70,245, and the patterns, of

wchichi tw-o-thirds will never be wanted
at all, are valued at £7,000. We aire having
the whole thing revalued.

Mr. Anwwvin: That was ordered before you
got there.

'[le PREM IER : Muect of tile plant is
quite unsuitable for cheap) production, tine
works are badl 'y planned, and to alter thema
itt conformity with modern practice to pro-
duce economy in working will require the
expenditure of large sums of money.

Mr. Ang-win: Some £12,000 or £.14,000.
The 1PREM11ER : The selling prices have

been increased, and now they are approxi-
mately the prices of imported implements.
So. tile tc-rms on which these works were
established, and the much-vaunted declara-
tion thant we should be able to produce for
our settlers implements from 25 per cent. to
33 per cent. less than the cost of the im-
ported article, has been disproved entirely,
while the arguments frequently put up by
us when in Opposition have been amply
borne out on facts.

Mr. Angia: Have not the prices of other
people's machinery been pt tiup this rear?

The PREMIER: I do not know.
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Air. Foley: Theun where do you et the
comparison?

The PREMIER: From the adlverlisemenls
that were issued at [ie time the works wvere
started. Now let us glance at the State
Saw Mills. In this etnterprise we have a
capital of £350,000 employed. Iit addition
to that there is the cost of I he J arnadup or
Big Brook siding, namely £.57,000, of which
only £E31,500 was debited against, the mill,
the balance being chnirgcd agaiinst perman-
ent railways, notwillhstanding that, praci i-
eally, the siding is used solely for sawmoill
biusiness.

Mlr. Anizgwin: It is not atl ordinary saw-
mil line.

'The PREAHER: It has been constructed
uip to a standard better thtan was niecessary
for sawmill work, and therefore lion, melt'-
hers opposite thought they wcire entitled
to charge it upl to pernia titt rail ways. 'ril
cost of the mil! erection "'as increased be-
cause the siding was not completed iii time,
and] tilie then Government, in thieinr anxiety
ho hurry ott the erect ion of the mnills. tad to
pay, heavy cartage. Front the inception the
trade hias totale 10(1£45,427. being t tubder
,ol C-561,158. stoics £41,629, forage £26,.-
023, Pr nit eases £6,947, arid sund ries 99,67(0.
Thle protfit on te ie orover since thle incp
tion has amuounuted to a couple of thousand
pounds. aind the stocks are- valued at £E145.-
172 to hring about thlat result. T1'hat is nv 4
at very encouragingl ontlook for wvorks of
ti is ni-agni hide on it hi mover or £145,000.

If I could not eat-I mote profi t than that
ont thle sale i f stores alione, I would cease
doing buisi ness. Ini re-ga d to the Wyndhamu
Freezing Works, the plaits prepared by Mr.
Nevanas were found to Ibe quite i nsu Iticiet.
;ad, as hoti1. menihers know, had( o lie re-
vised in order to provide thIe necessary'
space for utiaei n Cry anti eanning works.

Tis wa, one of the fi rst items to come to
I igli t after the appoin tmnt of thle present
engintenrigl explert (Mr. Dalton). Prac
tical lvi the whole of thle planus for the we its
h ave had to be ted rawn. The rough sketces
made by Mr Ii. Nevanas, which it w~ill lie to-
membered werie submitted to the House,
Av-ere mlerelyv anl indication of what was re-
quir-ed. Certainly the 'y have been of some
little assistance to the Public Works IDe-

partnient, as enabling the officers to pro-
(duce plans more suit-able for the peculiar
conditions under which the work will have
to be done at IV %dhllam. It will be rememi-
be-ed that the tender price put in by* Mr.
Nevanlas was £155,000, to which approxi -
inately £26,000 had to be added under the
conditions dealing wvith the fluctuations of
freight onl the coast. Now compare that
with the present estimate of the Public
WVorks Department for the completion oif
tile work. 'The departmental officers esti-
niate that thle hil dings and machinery w-ill
cost 9360,000, the water supply L44,000, the
jetty £:38.000, and the oil tanks £10,000. or
a total of £E452.000. That is the present
estinmat tof w'hat t hose wolrks are going to
cost thiiis eontr V.

Mui 11isie : It woulId have been piettly
'ood butiii ess to hav"e got Nevanas to build
it at is price.

The1 PR EM] E It: WI) v did not the halt.
gentlemian pe rsiiade his (tove-nmnent to trv ?
The Public Works Departmen~t has amongst
its officers in who are capable of draw-
ing pl0ans sui table for ordinary works, bt
in regard to wvorks of this description it
had not wxitin its tanks offic-ers whose ex-
pericee comprised the necessary knowv-
ledIge. Had an) officer lieca) commissioned to
make the needful inquiries and examination
regarding, established refrigerating works in
the Easterit States, and had he been accoti-
patnic([ I- an expert engineer, plans fully
tip-to-date and suitable for the locality, and[
which would have been reliable, could htave
been lptielased at a fat- less cost titan was
rep~resented by tie commission which was
paid to Mr. Nevaiias, 'The method adopted
lItv the prel-ins Government resulted in the
loss of much valutable tim wn -~hich might
othet-wiso havye heeni saved. The pr'oblem
or these works is one which requires very,
deep) consideration. [ ant of opinion, as I
have so often voiced onl the floor of this
Houmsc before. atid whtich is now pr1oved,
t hat we are erecting works which at-c fan-
and away too big for the anticipated suplty
ofI cattle during- the next 10, .15, or 20 years.

Mr., A ngwina: PTat is a long-
Trhe PREMIER: Yes, it is,

ho bild up tliis cattle-growing
it takes time Io dto that.

vha d iicw.
hut we have
industry arid
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Mr. Underwood: What are you going to
do about itt

The PREMIER: I would cut down the
works by one half if 1 was able to do so.
Unfortunately, however, the foundations
are in, machinery has been ordered,, and
cxlpeuditure has been incurred, and I do
not know how- we are going to curtail themk
no-s. At a events. I am of opinion that
we are going to have a white elephant
of at sort which will prove to he a heavy
burden iii on thle State.

,1lr. Angwio : Some differ about that.

The PRENlELI : No one who has any
senase or experience would possibly differ
on that point.

,r. Azmgwin Those wvio understaitd it
ditfer.

'rThe PR EM] ER: The problem of State
cut erprises generally--and perha ps this may
have some connection with the insistent in-
terjections made by the Opposition-is a
difficult (one. andit t tebers olpposite must
admnit that. The policY of the Government
is certainly not to hamper legitimate pi-
vate enterprises. We do not believe in coin-
petition with our own citizeiis. That state
(if affairs lias been condemned by t(lie ex-
pferience of the past five years. Efforts will
lie made, and strong efforts at that, to min-
imuse thu. loss, and wye wvill restrict the oper-
ations of all these enterprises so far as we
can to our own State requirements. Time
is undoubtedly necessary to evolve a scheme
or schemes dealing with these enterprises
in order to carry out oar policy. No one
would he insane enough to endeavour to
shut down huge undertakings in which so
munch of the State capital had been invested
at five minutes notice, and perhaps increase
the loss already incurred by hundreds of
thousands of pounds. This cannot be gone
into inl H hurry, and Parliament will have to
he patient unitil we can devise a proper
scheme to get rid or' this incubus on reason-
able terms," so as to disturb as little as pos-
sible the labour market and the requirements
of ibis State itself, and of course minimise
the loss consequent upon making- any.% funda-
mental change.

.1r. Augwin: They were very handy for
Vonl last i1iouithI.

MNr. Underwood: Are you going on wit i
the freerzing, works or are you going to
stop themf

Tfhe PREMIER: I would like to stop the
hou. member. I am now cowing to a matter
which is one of vital concern. It is the
tfilhdainentnl principle which iuderlies all
our- undertakings. I refer to tito questio-n
of' finance. I am using a mild term-and
his I t hink hton. members wvill admit when

.1 have finished-when I say thiat the fin-
ances of the State are in a condition of
Chaos.

MNr. tiiderwood : A parlous condition.
Tuhe PREMnIER : MNany doubtful exped-

jetst have been resorted to, and the expendi-
ture of mioneys actually made during the
last financial year has not been charged up
against t he Consoldidated Revenue Account.
TJhle revenue credited has in one instance,
ait any tate, niot been received, and the pub-
lic figures to the 30th June last do not dis-
close the correct state of affairs so far as the
C onsolidated Revenue and Expenditure of

lie State is concerned. The published ac-
counits, as lion. members will remember!
showed a deflii on the 30th June of
L1,360.965. 1 have had an advisory corn-
muttee to assist me in connection with the
position. The committee is made up of
t1e Auditor General, the UOnder Treasurer,
aind the Commisioner of Taxation. These
gentlemen have given me reports whichi
s;fow that items, actually paid prior to thie
:111 June last have not been charged uip
against Consolidated Revenue as they ought
to have been charged, and that these items
arnoiimt to £95,000 2s. 6d. This is a very
serious state of affairs. Jt is no use any-
one hrying to bluff through a position of
Ihis sort. It is a matter which requires the
attention of every member of this Chamber,
it they' want the State to go on and prosper
in any degree. If they want outside money
lenders to finance our requirements the very
first thing they have to do is to instil con-_
fidence into tile ndinds of the people Ibhey are
going to borrow money from. We cannot
expect that confidence if our finances are
handled in thle manner I, have described.
'['iere wvas the special survey of thie "W\est-
era Australia," amlounting to practically'
V6.t0tlf, which oughlt to have been charged up
to Consolidated Revenue. The money had
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been paid away but had not been charged
uip. There is also the Victoria Quay expen-
dliture of £10,365, which ought to have been
ehairged up but was not -so charged.

Mr. Angwio: What "'as it charged to?
The PRE-MIER: The Suspense Account.
Mr. Angwin: By the approval of Parlia-

*'rlie P 1iEMAI Eli: 'Nthing of the sort.
This is expenditure fur last year.

Mr. Angwin; Yes, it was tor last Year.
Tie PiIICMIER:. The lion. member lils

his knowledge against thle report of these
three gentlemen, the financial adviseiS Of
the Gover'nmnt, and ofi Parlinipleut, because
the advisory committee includes the A uditor
Genet-ul. who is responsible only to Parlia-
mfent.

Mr. Angwinl : Turn up last year's accounts
and you will find it tlhorc.

The P17 EATIEI,? : The lion, gentleman is
talking about something altogether different.
Tile Commission for the Control of
Trade in War 'rime showed a loss of
£45,000 odd on imported wheat and flonr
which was never charged up.

ir. Angwin: What was that charged to?
'The PREMIER: In connection with the

London payments in suspiense, the vouchers
for which had comne to hand, there was a
-sum of £7,271 wihich ought to have been
charged up. There was the loan on the
Kalgoorlie Mechanics' Institute, being
amounts paid to the A.M.P. Society, under
guarantee, for repayment of loan, £1,838,
that was never charged upl as it ought to
have been. T]here was the shipment of cattle
from the North-WVest, paid in June, which
should have been included in the deficit, and
which amounted to £9,858 S9s. 4d. The loss
in connection with the grain and foodstuffs
hoard amounted to £60 4s. The expendi-
ture in connection wvithi the Fremantlec Har-
bour Trust charged to the Government
Property Sales Fund for thle year 1915-16,
payment for which had been made by the
Fremantle Harbour Trust Commissioners
on or before 30th June, 1916, and credited
to Consolidated Revenue Fund in Treasury
books, amounted to £15,000. The total ex-
penditure of £95,000 has been altogether
omitted from the Consolidated Revenue ex-
p~enditiure. I do not want to say that die

Treasurer for one moment knew of all the
items; but hie certainly did know of the
item of £45,071 because a request had been
made to 1dm by the Tinder Treasurer to
debit it up against Consolidated Revenue
Fund, but lie took great care not to give his
consent to this.

Mrf. Angwin: I thought: you said you
saw dint eight months before.

The PREMNIER: If the hon. member
thinkis I said something eight mjonths ago hie

is iute welconie to ascertain thle position
fr-om ile 'rvasurv. [ only want the thing
elcareri up. I wail t to StOl) these miii pratc-
tiees which aire so had for the State. The
trute cilSh detirit of' thle State to thle 30(I1
June Last "'as £1,456,425 Ss. Id.

All. Green : What do0 you propiose to do0
about thle defii!

The PRE~i.ER: I will tell thle lion, nieni-
her. 11e will get all the information I am
able to give him. There is another peculiar
transaction which [ desire to reter to,
namiely, thle cattle purchasedI and brought
flown from the 'North-tVcst and sold by
auction. 'rhe late Go;'ernmenl were vcry
careful to take the proceeds of the cattle,
namely, £26,83 5, and pl[ace themn to thle
credit of Consolidated Revenue prior to the
30th June last, but the cost of bringing
down these cattle and purchasing them,
amnounting to £:22,539, has never been
debited, although a portion of thle stun,
£9,858, was actually paid out in cash. 'Not

a penny in connection with the cost of the
transaction was placed to debit. Then there
was the amount of £49,449 which was
credited to railway revenue for the carriage
of wheat, and yet we have not even now re-
ceived the money' . I am not going to make
a p)oint of that amount. I have decided to
treat it is a loan to thle wheat marketing
board until it is paid, and to charge interest
for it, and so to get over the difficulty in that
way. Seeing that our transactions are all
in eash in the Treasury, lion, members must
admit that a sum of nearly £ 50,000 shiould
never have bteen taken to the credit of the
Railways when they had not the money.
The neglect of the late Treasurer to imncdi-
ately give approval to the Under Treasurer's
recom mend ations is largel 'y responsible for
this state of affairs. Thie sum of £45,000
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lost in connection with the imported flour
and wheat proves that contention. The
Under Treasurer minuted to Mr. Scaddan
on the 26th June asking for approval to
include this nder Revenue Expenditure,
but approval was only given on 17th July,
after the accounts had been closed. I would
now like to deal with the investment of
sinking fund in Treasury bills, in other
words the payment of our sinking fund eon-
tributions to thle trustees by bills instead of
in cash, a method which many hon. mnembers
took exception to during thle last session of
Parliament. 1. have ot course taken upon
myself to abolish the system by cablegram.
It is a pernicious o110, ind[ unsound from
the financial point of view. The Under
Treasurer objected to it on account of
its unsound principles. The late Trea-
surer, however, insisted, on having it
done. During- the last two years by his
directions r205,605 have been paid in] this
mianner by Treasury bills which ought to
have been paid to the trustees in cash. Thle
previous practice was that the trustees, as
they accumutlated the cash paient from tine
Treasury to tine sinking fond, purchased the
State stocks in the open market, and as a
rule could do so at a discount. It is trute
that in some instances the discount is smnall.
but they were- always ready to take advan-
tare of the market and make a protit in thalt
direction. Since the outbreak of war, and
during- the time that we have been cnarryinr
on in this manner, all stocks have fallen in
value to a considerable extent, both Coni-
monivealitb anti British stocks. For ex-
ample. the three p-er cent, stocks of a face
value of .000 went dlown to £C70, the 314 per
cent, stock ;rent down to £72, and the 4 per
cent. stock has fallen in proportion. Had
the trustees continued to invest in the open
market thle sinkiinr fund wvould have bene-
fited, and instead of receiving Treasury bills
for payment they, would have had the bene-
fit of at least £ 52,000. That is to say, the
State has lost ibis amiount through the direc-
tioins of the late Governmnt in connection
with thle paymenit of the sinking fond.

'Mr. Taylor: Covering what period?

The PREMIIER: About two years. That
of course is. comparatively speaking, a small.
matter, but it is a large matter if it goes on

year after year. 1 think bon. members Will
appreciate the fact that 'we must make all
efforts, and I am determined to make a big
effort, to keep up these payments. If I am
unable by any mischance to pay I shall ask
Parliameat for sanction by legislation to
alter the system.

Air. W. D. Johnson: You cannot discon-
tinue payment without Parliamentary au-
t hority.

Tie PREM-AIER: I dio not know that I
could not. If I had not the money to pay,
how arc lion, members going to make me do
jo-? I do not think lhere is any law which
tiwmpels a man to find a sovereign if he has
it not in his pocet. One cannot get blood
out of a stone. One cannot get money out.

ofai uipty Treasury.
1Mr. XV. D. Johnson: Are you going to

run tis country on that principle?
Tue PREIERK: The lion. member inter-

ject mg has already done it.
M~r. Ta; bor: It hlas always been done.
The PREMI1ER: The previous Govern-

ment paid by promissory notes instead of by
cash. "Th']ank the TLord . I hat is paid" is the
attitude that hlas- been adopted by the pre-
t ios Governmnent.

Wr X. D. .Johnson: YoLu say that if you
had the mloney you would send it oat of the
Stalie to rurchase bonds because they are
cheap.

The IPNIER : I said nothing of the
Uil.l I s;aid] that if the trustees had b)Ought
lois at tce market price a large auni, which

thie Stale hlas, now bust, would have been
save'! to Western Australia. We don not
raise mnoney in London; we borrow it in
London. I. nun not going to bring monney
froit London lhcre that is reqtiired in
London. Peole who finance in that
-way find them,4elves in the hankruntcy
court, or possibly in the lockup. In
connection with this matter I shall have
to introduce a Bill, and I ask hon, members
to follow me while I briefly outline the pro-
posed legislation. I intend to introduce a
measure egalisingc the action of the late
Treasurer in taking loan and other moneys
for the purposes of the deficit. We are now
in an illegal position. The State lies util-
isel, the late Government have utlsd trust
moneys for the purpose of meetin-z the de-
ficit.
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31r. Taylor: It has been done before, has
it not?

The PREIER: To a vecry small extent.
One does not get deficits of a million and a
halt every day in a small community such
as this of Western Australia.

Mr. Taylor: Your party's credit was not
so good.

The PREM]IER: I propose to legalise
the actiion of the late Treasurer, and I pro-
pose to transfer the whole of the deficit to
A public accounts advance account.

Mr. W. D. Johnson:. How far will you
make that legislation retrosp~ective? Will
you cover your actions, as wvell as Air.
Scaddan's?

The PR&MIER: I left a surplus in the
Treasury. That is a foolish question. I
propose, hy Act of Parliament; to transfer
the deficit to a public accounts advance ac
count, or, in other words, to fund the
deficit.

"%,r. W. D. Johnson: Just answer mc this
question. Are you building up all these ad-
vance accounts just now in anticipation of
having deficits yourself, so that you can in-
elude them all?

The PREMIER: Yes.
Mr. W, ID. Johnson: You wvill rake up

everything you can and get it all in?
The PREMIER: Of course, to put things

on a sound legal footing, so as to ensure
that Parliament shall be consulted in fu-
ture. I am going to provide not only for
last year's deficit, and for the deficit
which ought to have been included in last
year's figUres and which will form part of
this year's deficit, but also for this year's
deficit.

Mr. Bolton: I thought that was the
scheme.

The PREMIER: The lion. member is
very brilliant to think so. If lion. members
wilt permit me to go along, I will try and
get through. The Bill in question will pro-
vide for transferring the deficit to a pub-
lic accounts advance account, and also for
reimbursing the deficits uf the present year
and of subsequent years, should such de-
ficits occur from time to time. The measure
will he a machinery Bill to deal with de-
ficits. I am acting on the advice and re-
port of the expert financial advisers of the

Government, who have inquired into the
matter for me. I shall take power to issue
bonds o" stock for repayment of these
mnoneys which have been illegally diverted
from their legitimate purpose. There will
he a proper limitation on the issue of the
lbonds. Trhe Treasurer will not be able to
postpone indefinitely the issue of the bonds.
They must he issued within, say, three
years. I propose that their currency shall
be .30 years. There will be the necessary
restrictions as to amounts to be raised in
subsequent years. The restrictions will be
set forth in the Bill, the object being to
control the Treasurer. The Treasurer will
have to come to Parliament each year to
get Parliamentary sanction- for dealing
with the deficit which he estimates will oc-
cur. In every year the Treasurer will have
to disclose his hand fully to Parliament,
saying "There is the deficit, and I propose
to deal with it in this way." I estimate it is
going to cost £100,000 per annum for the
next :30 years to wipe out the present deficit;
that is, to provide interest and sinking
fuiind.

Mr. Taylor: What wvill your sinking fund
he?

The PREMLIER: What I have given is
just a brief outline of the Bill. When the
measure is introduced fuller details will, of
course, be given to the House. Then I pro-
pose to introduce immediately a Bill to
amend the Treasury Bills Act. At the pre-
sent time a very alarming state of affairs
exists as regards our Treasury bills. The
Act limits the Treasurer to the issue of
three million pounds worth of Treasury
bills against Loan Acts in force. I find, that
the State has issued Treasury bills to the
amount of £4,011,960, or £1,011,060 in ex-
cess of the legal autliorisation. What on
earth is the use of having these legal re-
strictions, these Acts of Parliament, if
they are not complied with! Very seri-
ouis complications may arise if we do not
remedy the defect at once. The holders of
these Treasury bills might want to know
by what authority we had issued them; ana
so there might be trouble in store for us.
T shall ask Parliament immediately to give
the Government power-in the present
stringent time, when we are controlled to
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some extent absolutely by the Common-
wealth as to our borrowings, and alsv con-
trolled by the war and the stringency of
the money market-power to issue Treas-
ur v bills at the Government's discretion
to the extent of any unraised balance of a
loan authorised by Parliament. At the pre-
sent time the Treasurer has power to raise
money by Treasury bills against the balance
of any loan authorised by Parliament, but
that power extends only to three million
pounds' worth of Treasury hills. The ob-
ject of the limitation, of course, is obvious.
Treasury bills have not quite the same se-
curity as inscribed stock has. Treasury
bills are secured on the consolidated re-
venue, inscribed stock on the whole of the
assets of the State. Treasury bills do not
carry a sinking fund, being only for tem-
porary purposes. Inscribed stock carries
sinking fund, under the Act. At all events,
we as a State have exceeded our authority
for the issue of Treasury bills; and the mat-
ter must be putt right immediately. Dur-
ing the present financial stress the market
for thle issue of inscribed stock has been
practically closed, and Treasury bills have
become a necessary substitute. We are
bound, as hion. members, I think, know,
to float our loans through the Common-
wealth. All the States of the Common-
wealth, except New South Wales, have
joined in that agreement. The Common-
wealth demands that short-dated. Treasury
bills be issued pending an adjustment for
the issue of inscribed stock in respect of
money the Comm on-wealth is raising at
Honmc and re-lending to the States. Taxa-
tion, must of necessity, be raised in order
to provide at any rate the £100,000 per
annum required for the accumaulated deficit,
and the State's contribution to the Repa-
triation Fund. amounting in round figures
to E16,000 per annum., and for other essen-
tial expenditure.

Mr. 0 'Logh len: That will not go any
distance.

The PREMIER: No. Details will be
given when the necessary Bill is introduced,
after thle Estimates have been prepared
and the State's requirements ascertained.
At the present moment I am not in a posi-
tion to say what the State's requirements
sie.

[ 6]

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: The Upper House will
pass anly taxation measure for you.

The PREMIER: I am happy to hear it.
I am determined that Parliament shall re-
sume control of the finances of the State.
It is too big a burden for any Treasurer
to undertake. Parliament must consider
the position and give the -necessary powers
and authority. Another Bill we propose to
introduce, and a very important one, will.
make provision for the better rep resenta-
tion of the people in Parliament.

Mr. Hudson: Did you not try that once
before?

The PREIVUER: I proposed it once be-
fore, and I cardied it through once before,
Th le Bill will provide for the appointment
of three electoral commissioners, who will
submit a resubdivision of the State into
districts, and provide for equitable repre-
sentation of the Northern and North-West
portions of the State, the agricultural, the
mining, and the metropolitan areas. The
necessity for legislation of this nature is
admitted by all. Our predecessors intro-
duced during the last Parliament a mea-
sure, which however did not comprise what
we consider a fair deal in this matter. I
think the Attorney General will be able to
convince hion. members opposite that the
measure which he will shortly introduce is
very much more equitable than the late
Government's measure. A Bill is necessary,
and will lie introduced, to place the wheat
marketing scheme onl a legal footing, and
to enable its continuance by proclamation
during, the forthcoming season, 191U-17,
The measure will substantially follow the
provisions of the Acts of the other States.
Then several Bills are to be introduced for
the benefit of our soldiers at the front.

Mr. Munsie: Is not this wheat pool busi-
'ls aL form of State trading concern I

The PREMIER: No. It has no relation
to State trading. A Bill will be introduced
to facilitate the execution of instruments
by soldiers on active service, to enable the
attestation of instruments uinder the Trans-
fer of Land Act by statutory witnesses to
be dispensed with, thus simplifying the pro-
cedure and allowing soldiers in the trenches
or in camp to be witnesses. Then we de-
sire to preserve the electoral franchise of
our soldiers on active service, to enable
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them to vote for the electoral districts in
which they are enrolled, and to enable them
to become enrolled for the districts in
which they nify have lived from time to
time prior to enlistment. Further, the Gov-
erment will ask for amendment of the
Workers' Homes Act. We are strong be-
lievers in the freehold system, and we wish
to enable lessees to convert leasehiold into
freehold if they so desire, on equitable
terms. We propose to amend the Land Act
so as to enable lessees of town lots to con-
vert their leasehrolds into freeholds on con-
dlitional purchase terms. We arc, of course,
prepared to continue any' lessee wvho does
not wvislh to convert his holding into free-
hold]. We wvant legislation to amend the
Industries Assistance Act to enable repay-
merit of advances to be spread over a period
of years, say five years. And there wvill
also be several other Bills. One to confer
power retrospectively on the Common-
wealth Parliament to tax salaries of Ali-
isfiers. civil servants and ot hers. All these
are ready to pay the tax but there being no
legal power have not done so in the past.
Another Bill will be to make our year
synchIrronise with Commonweal th law in the
matter of Land and rIcome Tax returns;
that is to say that the year shall end on
the 30th June instead of 31st Dlecemnber,
to coineide with the Commonweal h period.
and thus enable the reciprocal exchange of
information between State and Common-
wevlth Commissioners. Another Bill will
brin, companies tinder the samte provision
as pirivat e individuals in the matter of in-
conic tax. hilt not necessarily the same rate,
of tax. T--ere will be a Bill to amend the
Tradling Concerns Act so as to provide
proper capital, to regulate and control the
:iecopnts and to debit or credit interest as
thle case in may be on Treasury' balances. Then
"we propose to bring in legislation in regard
to street betting and the abolition of the
bonkmaker, which I hope hon. members will
Support.

Mr. Collier: What will you do with the
bookmaokers?,

The PREMTER: There is plenty of room
at Blaekbo v Hill for them. Members are
aware that street betting at present is a
matler subject to municipal by-laws. Then

there is to be a Bill to enable the W.A. Day
Funds locally raised to be applied not only
to Red Cross objects but for the benefit,
assistance and advancement generally of re-
turned sick and wounded.

Mr. Bolton: That Bill is already intro-
duced, I think.

The PREMIER: I am aware that many
of these Bills have already been approved.

Mdr. AV. Di. Johnson: The red cross mat-
ter is tire Privileged Bill.

The PREMIER: Bills will also be intro-
dluced to enable the Lake Clifton lime de-
posits to he leased and for the construction
of, a railway by the lessees to connect with
the Government railway system.

Mir. Collier: Two Hills I

The PREAiER: Yes. We want people
to come here and profitably invest their
aionec'y, employ labour an(] reap some return
from t heir efforts. Another Bill will an-
tlrorise tire leasing of thle lime deposits at
Capel and the dredging of shell in Melville
Water~ for the manufaeture of cement. We
also propose to legislate for the taxation
of amusements of all kinds arid to increase
tire tot alisator duty. Ani amendment of the
WVater Supplv, Sewerage, arid Drainage Act
is iequired to adjust anomalies and defects
whc frlthe experiences of the last few years
rave proved to exist. A huge department

has been built tip, a ad undoubtedly many*
cu onoiwrs canl be effected. As showing howv
munch tire finances require adjustment, I may
say that on thre 30th June last, thre Mletro-
plitan 'Water Supply undertaking was in-
d ebted to the 1'reasur 'v in the sum of nearly
£4t,000. The Government is of opinion that
the Metropolitan Water arid Sewerage
should be onder a Board of control, and we
propose to confer with the local authori-
ties concerned as to the best scheme to be
adopted to inaugurate this, in order that
the old system of taxation wvithonut repre-
serntationi shall be abolished. Then, wvit h
revard to the question of returned soldiers,
special legislation will be introduced mak-
ing- provision for the settlement of retturned
soldiers on the land under special condi-
tions. exemption from payment of rent for
a stated period, a special rate of interest
for loan moneys to be raised by the Comn-
monwealthi and lent to the States for the
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purpose of settling these men on the land.
and necessary restrictions in respect of
transfers. Other important special condi-
tions of advantage to soldiers will also be
included. Acts on these lines have already
been passed in South Australia and 'New
Zealand and we will follow on the lines
adopted in those States. This legislation
will apply to members of the Imperial
Forces as well as to our own soldiers. %Ye
hoj c tliat when the war ter-minates and niuit-

bet s of sold Iiers have returned and arc wvant -
ing to strike out in new fields somethiing
may' be (lone by this means to build up a
large population and establish these men
in happy homes. I have endeavoured to
outline t he legislation proposed.

llr. AV. D_ Johnson : What about bulk
handling!

The PREMIER: Regarding the bulk
handling of wheat. we endorse the system,
but are not quite satisfied with the agree-
meat entered into by the late Government,
who negotiated withI the firm of 'Metcalf &
Co., of Montreal, Canada. An agreement
for thie preparalion of plans and the super-
vision of the work was lprepared and
signed by the Company, but is incomplete
inasmuch as it has not 'been signed by the
Government. Wye are now looking into the
matter before completing this agreement. We
have copies of agreements entered into be-
tween the Governments of South Australia
and New South WVales with Ihe same firm
for similar work, and they differ materially
front our agreement in regard to payment
for services to be rendered.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Ours is more liberai.
The PREMIIER: This question of bulk

handling is a very big matter. We recog-
nise the necessity for inaugurating this sys-
tem which will cost a very large sumn of
money.

Member: It is a good thing to talk
about.

The PREMIER: The whole matter will
be inquired into and given careful consider-
ation, and Parliament will be supplied with
the fullest information. We appreciate the
benefits of hulk handling and are fully alive
to the advantages which would acrue if the
systema were now enforced, and if the wheat
to he held during the next 18 months could
be stored under it. In connection with the

Industries Assistance Board certain amend-
ineats will be required. A new Fire Bri-
gades Bill to amend thie Act of 1909 wil
he introduced. Under thie 1909 Act the cost
of tire brigades has increased beyond all
expectation and] it is desrable that a check
he put on the ever-increasing expenditure
without interfering with the good work done
byv til? Fire Btiiades Board. The chief
Fe a nrc of' thle amelnding Bill will he, whilst
nmantining- a formn of central adzministra-
lion, to give to. local governing authorities
a measure of control in respect or tie
a nl.ouiit or mnoney to he raiseil in their res-
Ievtive districts. the class of brigade nn'l

nwothui or lire protection therein: also to
provide that, the money raised fromn local
authorities shall lie confined to their propor-
tion of expenditure actually inarre'l in
their disti icts, plus. a fair chiarge fur admnin-
istrative exyenses. I now come to the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. The affairs of this
Board wvere found to be in a state of aliso-
lute chaos. MNatters were in a very serious
position indeed. Thme ledger had not been
posted for three months. Advances were
made far in excss of what was contem-
plated in the Act; and undoubtedly' there
will be very heavy loss. The work or the
board has been most unsatisfactory Delays
have occurred in answering correspondence
and not supplying fertilisers, and other re-
quirements, uiilil late in the season. There
was also the inability to render accounts,
and there was neg-lect to pay the surplus
owing to many farmers who sold their wheat
through the board, and, as lion. members
are awvare, wasters in mainy instances were
helped beyond their merits, and the honest
farmer was discouraged until many left
their holdings. Hon. members are conver-
Sant with these complaints which have been
before them on many occasions. The Min-
ister in charge has put the whole concern
on a sound and proper basis. His efforts
have been directed to a reorganisation of thle
department and to endeavour to clear up the
past transactions and ascertain thme loss
whieh was incurred.

Mr. Collier: 'He had it reorganised in
three day-s, so that it could not have been
too bad.

The PREMIER: It was all a question of
brain power and experience, and the Min-
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ister excels in both directions. In connec-
tion with the Education Department, it is
generally recognised that one of the lessons
of the war is the need for national efficiency,
which can only be attained by aiming at
the hig-hest possible standard of intellectual
development. The expenditure on educa-
tion in the Jpast has been generous and Par-
liament has never begrudged it. Facilities
have been afforded to even the smallest
places and it is intended to take steps in the
direction of providing that when a pupil
has reached the age of 14 years, and left
school, lie shall not forget what he has al-
ready learnt. In the metropolitan area in
Kalgoorlie this need has been met by the
establishment of secondary schools.

Mr. Collier: There is one thing lacking
and it is that it ought to be made compul-
sory, say tip to the age of 17.

The PREMIIER: I am not prepared to
say that that is a fair thing.

Mr. Collier: There is only a comparatively
small number attending those schools and
they are missing good opportunities.

The PREMIER: There is no doubt that
the State secondary schools have done for
people of limited means what private sec-
ondary schools have done for those who
could afford to send their children to them.
The continuation classes in the larger cen-
tres of population are also doing great work,
and efforts wvill be made to extend those
classes wherever opportunities offer, and
such matters as the establishment of day
continuation classes, and some form of com-
pulsory attendance are receiving careful
consideration. For myself I do not see how
we can bring that about, but the Govern-
mnent recognise that such compulsion can
only be exercised by the clearly expressed
will of the people.

Mr. Collier: We abolished fees and the
attendances fell off.

The PREMIER: It is a very strange
thing that it had that effect. Every effort
is being made to bring the whole of the
facts to the notice of both employers and
parents. The matter of providing second-
ary education in country districts is being
considered by the Minister, the Director of
Education, the Professor of Agriculture in
the University, and the Commissioner of
the Wheat Belt, and it is hoped that some

suggestions will be put forward which will
enable the Government to take the initial
steps at the beginning of the year. There,
again, however, we have financial stringency
stepping ia. If we have not the money we
cannot provide the facilities, and the Gov-
ernment will be compelled to proceed slowly,
though the fact that a full inquiry will have
been made will enable us to deal economi-
cally with the matter. There is a lack of
tachers owing to the spirited manner in

which they have responded to the call of
Empire. That has occasioned considerable
difficulty, as it has in other departments and
in other occupations. The Government re-
cognise the paramount importance of the
question and are determined to do what they
can, and the desire is to be ready when the
war is over to take advantage of our op-
portunities. The Minister for Education
has already sanctioned a reduction in the
number of children attending the schools;
that has been reduced from 10 to 8.

Mr. Smith: Do you propose to extend the
kindergarten?

The PREMIER: I should like to do so
but we have not the means to do all that
we would wish to do.

Air. Smith: You are charging them rent
for the hovels they are living in.

The PREMIER: I think that one of
what the hon. member calls hovels is free.
I have occuipied sufficient time in endeav-
ouring to outline the position as we found
it. T have endeavoured to forecast the
trend of legislation deemed necessary for
the welfare and progress of the State. Some
of the Bills had already been adopted by
our predecessors, anid other measures will
doubtless be found necessary as the session
progresses. The Estimates for the current
year are in the course of active preparation
and I hope shortly to submit the Budget to
the House. The outstanding feature of the
present time is Australia's attitude towards
the wvar, whether we are to continue to do
our duty to the Empire and Australia, so
nobly begun two years ago, and whether
we are to answer the call of the Prime Min-
ister on the conscription referendum. The
Government will support heartily, and if
necessary ask for an adjournment to en-
able members to actively participate in the
campaign. Australia's name hais been made
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glorious by the valour of her Sons and we
are determined that the sacrifice shall not
be in vain, and we will do our utmost to
compel all to shoulder their responsibilities.
Self preservation and national duty alike
call us and I hope few will he found want-
ing in this great crisis. I move an amend-
met-

That the following words be added to
the Address-in-reply ;-"We beg to assure
Your Excellency that we will give most
careful consideration to measures that
will best promote the welfare and pros-
perity of Western Auistralia."

On motion by Mr. W. D. Johnson, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.40 p.m.

tegistative Cauncit,
1Wednesday, 20th September, 1916.

Popers pntslnted....................
Assent to Bills.................83
Addnsslnply, third day. rowdraent 83

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Land
Clearing Operations-Audit of accounts to
30th June, 1916. 2, Stock Suspense Ac-
count Regulations. 3, Abattoirs Act, 1909-
(a) Amendment of Regulation 18; (b)
Amended Regulations. 4, Plant Diseases
Act, 19 14-(a) Regulation re importation
of potatoes from Victoria; (b) Regulations.
5, Land Act, 1898, and Amendments-By-
laws (Section 43). 6, Zoological Gardens
Act, 1898-Regulations. 7, Cemeteries Act,
1897, and Amendments-By-laws.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Messages from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following.
Bills of last session:-

1. Supplementary Loan.
2. War Council.
3. Fremantle M1unicipal Tramways and

Electric Lighting Act Amendment.
4. Health Act Amendment.
5. Roads Closure.
6. Land Act Amendment.
7. Permanent Reserve.
S. Supply (No. 1).
9. Licensing Act Amendment Continu-

ance.
10. Supply (No. 2).
11. Licensing Act Amendment.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Third Day-mendment.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply and on the followving amendment
moved by the Colonial Secretary:-"We beg
to assure Your Excellency that we will give
the most careful consideration to measures
that wvill best promote the welfare and pro-
sperity of WVestern Australia."

Hon. J. MN. DREW (Central) [4.401
Permit me in the first place to offer my con-
gratulations to Mr. Colebatch on his eleva-
tion to the leadership of the House. I feel
certain from my experience of the hon. gen-
tleman that with his great ability and his
masterly grasp of details, shown during the
time he occupied the position in the House
which I now enjoy, be will do very great
credit indeed to the office. Henceforth I
shall, to a large extent, be the critic instead
of the criticised, hut I trust that in all my
comments I shall be fair and in no case
indulge in purposeless or wanton criticism.
I do not intend to traverse the whole of the
speech made by the Colonial Secretary yes-
terday, but the hon. gentleman trenched on
some controversial ground and made state-
ments which I do not intend to allow to pass
unchallenged. The Minister boasted that
Mir. Hamnersley's return for the East Pro-
vince was a brilliant victory for the Liberal
side. This is only a small matter, but if I


