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Is their respite from the nerve destroying
and strength-sapping fatigue of the trenches
to be limited, to be restricted because of
searcity of men, whilst thousands who
should go are seeking only to reap the har-
vest of individual liberty and national great-
ness that these men are sowing. The alter-
native to all this is ecompulsory service, that
each shall contribute to conserve the rights
and liberties of all.  So far as Western
Australia is concerned, 1 believe that the
Government, the Parliament and the people,
without regard to class or creed or party,
wilt stand bebind Mr. Hughes and say,
“\We bhave put our hand lo the plough and
we will not turn back.” I desire to move
the following amendment :—

We beg to assure Your Excellency that
we will giva the most cureful considera-
tion to measures that will best promote
the welfare and prosperity of Western
Australia,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [548): I
second the amendment.

On moetion by Hon. J. M.
adjourned.

Drew debale

The COLONJAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colehatch—East) [5.49): In moving

the adjournment of the House I should like
tv intimate to members that if we meet
again to-morrow I lhope they will be pre-
pared to go on with ihe debate. I do not
want members to meet to-morrow and then
lo find that only one or two members speak.
Tt will best suit all parties if we go on
with the debate till it is econcluded and then
we ¢an take up the business of the House.

House adjourned at 5.50 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ELECTION RETURNS.

Tlhe Speaker announced the return of
writs for the election of members for Sus-
sex, Moore, Northam, Murray-Wellington,
Canning, and Coolgardie, showing that the
Hon. Frank Wilson (Premier and Trea-
surer), Hon. H. B, Lefroy (Minister for
Lands), Hon. Jas. Mitchell (Minister for
Railways), Hon. W. J. George (Minister for
Works), Hon. K. T, Robhinson {Attorney
General), and Mr. Lamberi respectively, had
heen duly elecled.

The bon. members look the oath and sub-
geribed the roll.

ELECTORAL— BROWNHILL-ITVANHOR
SEAT.

My, SPEAKELR : I have to announce that,
in consequence of the resignalion of Mr.
Seaddan, a writ was issued for the election
of a member for Lhe electoral distriet of
Brownhill-Ivanhoe.  Mr. Lutey was de-
clared elected, but, Mr. Lutey having re-
signed on the 15th inst.,, a writ has been
again issued for the election of a member.

OBITUARY—Mg. C. McDOWALL,
LETTER IN REPLY.

Mr, SPEAKRER: T have received from the
widow of the late Mr. C. McDowall the fol-
lowing letter :—

Lynton, Colin-streel, 16th August, 1916,

Hon. M. . Troy, M\LLA. Dear Sir,—

Wiil you please convey to the members
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of the Legislolive Assembly my sincere
thanks for their sympathy in veference to
my late husband. It was indeed comfort-
ing to know that he was leld in such high
esicem by all the members. 1 am also
very grateful to you for your personal
opinion so kindiy and feeitngly expressed.
Youws very sincerely (sgd.} H. MeDowall,

QUESTION—ESPERANCE SOILS,
PAPERS.

Mr, WALKIER  {without notice} asked
{he Premier:  Will the Ahnister lay on the
Table all the papers and reports relating to
the soiis of (he Esperanee distriet?

The PRIMIER replied: T shall have much
pleasure in doing so.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Minister for Rallways: 1, Reburns
of Reeeipts and Expenditure on Govern-
ment Tramways for qunrter ended 30th
June, 1916. 2, Reports in accordance with
Sections 54 and 83 of “The Government
Railways Aet, 1904, for quarter ended 30th
June, 1916, 3, Report of the Tndustries As-
sistance Board (o 30th June, 1916,

Ry the Fremier: Public Service Regula-
tions (embedying amendmenis up to Jst
May, 1916).

By the Minister for Lands: 1, By-laws
{Seclion 43} under “The Land Aet, 1898,”
and amendments, 2, Land Clearing Opera-
tions.—Auadit of Aecounts for vear ended
30th June, 1916. 3, Stock Suspense Ac-
counts.—Regulations, 4, Amendment of
Regulation 18 nnder “The Abattoirs Act,
1909.” 3, Amended RBegulations under “The
Abaitoirs Act, 19097 6, By-laws under
“The Cemeteries  Aet, 1897,” and amend-
ments. 7, Regnlations under “The Zoologi-
cal Gardens Act, 1898.” 8, Additional Re-
gulation under “The Plant Diseases Act,
19147 (Potaloes). 9, Regulalions under
“The Tlant Diseases Act, 1914.”

By Lhe Minister for Works: 1, Addiiional
TUniform General By-laws for regulating
registralion of motor vehicles. 2, Amend-
ment of Uniform General By-laws {for
motor traffic and standard lights. 3, Build-
ing By-laws—Queen’s Park Road Board.

4, By-laws.—Ninghan Road Board, under
“The Municipal Corporations Aet, 1906.7
3, Building By-law No. 39.—City of Perth.
G, By-law No. 29 re¢ molor vehicles—City of
Perth, 7, By-law re erection of sign boards,
cte,, Yremantle Municipality. 8, By-law
No. 9 (Parks and Reserves).—Amendment
—City of Perith. 9, By-laws re Sale Yards.
—Wagin Municipality. 10, Additional By-
laws r¢ motor and other trafic—North Fre-
manlle Municipality. 11, Amendment to
By-laws—Carnarvon  Municipality. 32,
Lrratum, By-law No. 30.—City of Perth.

By the Ilonorary AMinister: 1, Amend-
‘ment to Regalations of the Edunecaiion De-
parlment. 2, Amendment of By-laws of
Albany Water Supply. 3, Amendment of
By-laws of Derby Water Supply. 4, Medi-
cal Department Regnlations—Awmendment of
Regulation 19. 5, Resolution and By-laws
nnder “The Heallh Act, 1911-15"~Dowerin
itoad Board, 6, Health By-laws—City of
Perth. 7, Meat Inspection and Branding—
Amendment of Regulations. 8, Adoplion
of Model By-laws—Comet Vale Local Board
of lfealth. 9, Amendment of By-laws—
West Kimberley Road Board. 10, Adoption
of Model By-laws—Bunbury Munieipal
Council. 11, Port Regulations—Amend-
ment of Regulation 76. 12, Report of the
Harbour and Light Department for year
ended 30th June, 1916. 13, Retarn showing
number of memmbers in each industrial union
as on Lhe 31st December, 1915.

By the Atforney General and Minister for
Mines,—1, Additional Regulation No. 40B
under “The Mining Aet, 1904.” 2, Timber
Regulations under “The Land Act, 1838

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildferd)
[4.49]: In accordance with custom T desire
to inform you, Mr, Speaker, and the Cham-
ber ihat T have heen elected, for the time
heing, leader of the Opposition.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Assent to the following Rills of last
session reported :—1, War Council. 2, Fre-

mantle Municipal Tramways and Electrie
Lighting Act Amendment. 3, Supplement-
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ary Loan Bill, £1,300,000. 4, Health Aet
Amendment. 3, Road Closure. &, Licens
ing Act Amendment Continuange. 7, Land
Aet Amendment. 8, Permanent Reserve.
9, Appropriation. 10, Sale of Liquor Regu-
lation.

ASSENT TO SUPPLY BILL.

Message from tie Governor received and
read notifving assent to Supply Bili (No.
1), £1,298,000.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day—:Amendment,

Debate resumed from the 20th July.

The PREMIER {Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [4.52]: When the House adjourned
some seven weeks ago, strong exception was
taken by our friends occupying the Opposi-
tion benches at the present time to the ad-
journment of seven weeks which was asked
for on behallf of the Government by the
Honorary Minister (Hon. J. D. Connolly).
I want to say here that a seven months” ad-
journment would have been lofally inade-
gquate to enable incoming Ministers lo
fathom the mysterious ways of their pre-
decessors.

Mr. Underwood: Try seven years.

The PREMIER: Seven monlhs would
not have been adequate fo enable us to un-
ravel, as we intend to do, the marvellous
system of admimstration of our predeces-
sors and their devious methods of linance.
Notwithstanding the experience and ability
of the colleagues whom I bave around me,
I am sure that the House generally will
understand that it will take a very long
time indeed for Ministers to get a eomplete
grasp and an infimale knowledge of ihe

numerous undertakings with which the
State has been saddled during the past five
years.

Mr. Underwood: It will take yon a good
while.

The PREMIER: Ministers have assidu-
ously applied themsclves io the work of
their departments during the short adjourn-
ment, and 1 shall leave it to my colleagues
to make the necessary announcemenis lo the

Houga from time to time, as the session ad-
vances, in connection with the work of their
respeetive departments. So far as the per-
sonnel of the Cabinet is concerned, the Hon-
orary Yinisier (Hon. J, D. Conmnolly) made
an announcement seiting forth the litles of
Ministers; and I now wish to enlarge
slightly on lhat announcement, in order to
permit hon. members to understand the re-
arrangement of the departments. Many
alterafions have not been made; but some
which we thought desirable in the ‘interests
of the country have, of eourse, heen brought
about. The Railways have been {ransferred
from the Premier’s Department to the Min-
ister for Railways and Waler Supply (Hon.
James Mitehell}. Water Supply has been
transferred from the Mines Depariment to
his care. The various industries, covering
the Industries Assistance Board, have been
transferred from the Agricultural Depart-
ment to the Minister for Railways and
Water Supply; and the Agricnltural Bank
has also been transferred to hig care from
the Treasury.

My, W. D, Johnson:
scheme gone over too?

The PREMIER: Yes. TLands and Agri-
culture are, of course, conlrolled hy my
friend, the Hon. H. B. Lefroy, with the
excepiion of the branches whielh have been
rommiticd to the care of the Hon. James
Mitehell.  The Colonial Seeretary {Hon.
. P. Colehateh) takes charge of the Edu-
ealion Department in addition to the other
departments heretofore under the control
of the Colonial Secreiary. The Education
Department, as bhon. members are aware,
was formerly controlled by the Attorney
General.  The present Attorney General
(Hon. R. T. Robinson) takes over the Mines
Depariment in addition to the Attorney
Generalship.  The Minister for Works and
Trading Concerns (Hon. W. J. George) has
virtually the same powers as his predecessor,
but Mr, George now ahsolutely controls the
Workers' Homes Board.

Mr. Foley: He ought to eontrol his own
longue, too, about the Germans,

The PREMIER: Perhaps the member
for Leonora (Mr, Foley) will iake bhis
own advicee I do not know what is dis-
turbing that hon. member.

Has the wheat
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My, Foley: You will find out before the
debate closes.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: Why this unseemly in-
terruption on the part of the member for
l.eonora? I have a duty to perform.
The Premier has been relieved of the Rail-
ways, as 1 mentioned before, and now
simply controls the Treasury, apart from
endeavouring to conirol his colleagues. The
Honorary Minister (Hon. J. D. Connolly)
is controlling the Water Supply Depart-
ment through the Hon. James Mitchell,
‘and, in addition, is assisting other colleagues
in special business with which his previons
experience has made him eonversant. I ve-
gret to say that the Honorary Minister in
another place (Hon. A. J. . 8aw), who
was nssisling the Colonial Secretary in the
administration of the Medical Department,
has left for the front. 1 regret to say Lbat
from a personal point of view, because the
new Government hoped to have very valu-
able assistance indeed from Dr, Saw; and
I am sure that had the hon. gentleman re-
mained in ihe Stale we should have received
that assistance. Dr. Saw’s special know-
ledge and ability and tact would have gone
a long way to assist in the administration
of the Health Depariment. However, he 1s
serving his country at the front; and one
cannot take exception to that. It is, per-
kaps, the best thing ihe hon. gentleman
eould do. My colleagunes, as I said at the out-
set, are men of experience and ability; and 1
am salisfied the couniry generally deems
them sueh. The result of the election at
Northam, and more especially the result of
the Canning election, the majorities gained
by my two colleagnes, and the fact that the
poll in both instances was the heaviest on
record, represent o my mind an undoubted
endorsement of the new Government, and
constitute an emphatic reply to the Trades
Hall eounsellors who induced my friend Mr.
Seaddan fo abandon his Brown Hill-Ivanhoe
electors in order to oppose the present At-
lorney Cieneral. | am sure the resuli of the
Cauning election is an indication of the feel-
ing right thronghout the country, and T look
upon it as an instruction to the Government
to endeavour fearlessly to adjust the finan-
ces and to provide sound administration as

outlined by me in my policy speech de-
livered at Busselton.

Mr, Bolton: You have not
Cuolgardie.

The PREMIER: T am quite prepared to
give tie electors right throughout the State
a chanee at any time to express their opin-
ions. [ do not think my friends opposite
want to give the electors that chance at pre-
sent,

Mr, Underwood: Are you prepared to op-
pose Mr. Scaddan at Brown Hill-Ivaohoe?
That is a fair proposition.

The PREMIER: Will Mr. Scaddan op-
rose me in Sussex?

mentioned

Oppozilion Members: Yes.

The PREMIER: Why did not Mr. Secad-
dan come down to Sussex and oppose me?
1L wonder why he did not. Why did he se-
lect, out of the whole team, the smallest man
in stature to oppose? Mr. Scaddan picked
out what he thought was the weakest mem-
ber. Mr. Secaddan thought he could easily
down the present Attorney General, but he
wis very much mistaken, because the man
small in stature was able to lay Mr. Scaddan
low, big as he is. The aim of the present
Government is, as I bhave voiced on many
and many occcasions, to restore confidence
throughout the State and T am glad that
Lhere is & better feeling already exhibited in
husiness cireles, in labour cireles, and in in-
dustrial eircles; there is a better feeling in
existence right throughout the counlry al-
ready brought about by the faet that there
has been a change of Government. We hope
to encournge the investment of capital in
Western Aunslralia. We wish to induece peo-
ple to invest in our industrial and other pur-
suits, and our aim is to give those who in-
vest their money in the State security of
tenure and immunity from State eompeti-
lton which has been so disastrous in reecent
vears as cartied ont by our friends opposite.
Notwithstanding the jibes of our opponents
it 1s our wmtention Lo oppose unjust and il-
legal trests and combines and to do what we
ean Lo encourage every honest effort on the
part of thet citizens of the State in the di-
reciion of increased produetion. We are ont
{0 assist by all the means in our power the
enconragement of the primary producers in
ihe great work which they have in hand.
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Mr. Underwood: You heve already dis-
missed some of them.

The PREMIER: And we look on these
primary indusiries combining mining, pas-
toral, and agriculiure as the industries in
which the sure foundation of the Stafe ex-
tends, These industries are to be encour-
aged and fostered so far as in our power
lies. The mining industry, which our
friends are so ap.t and willing to throw at us
as being an industry that we do not value
or recognise, is as we believe it has been in
the past the foundafion and success of West-
ern Australa, and we give place to no one
in the realisation of {he immense benefit the
mining industry has been to the State and
the immense possibilities which therein lies.
The opposition to the Minister who controls
that departinent, the Altorney General,
which actually assumed the dimensions of a
chorus of disapproval from many of our
friends opposite and many others as well, is
foolish in the extreme, and I venture lo
think that members of the Opposition to-day
reatise that the right man is in charge of
that department, the right man fo encourage
the advancement and extension of that in-
dustry. Unfortunately for those who eri-
ticised at the recent eleciion, and immediately
before, the appeintment of Mr. Robinson
as Minister for Mlines, a crisis soon arose
on the goldfields that quickly demonstrated
his ahility, tacifulness and sympathy with
the gold-mining indusiry,  The goldfields
Press cried him down, at the same time gave
a very doubtful compliment to our friends
opposite by saying that at any rate they
tad done no harm to the gold-mining indus-
iry. Everyone recognised that a very
serious crisis arose when the question of the
employment of alien enemies was taken in
hand and several mines were closed down
owing to the men showing unnatural resent-
ment in having to work with men whom they
believed to he enemies of this country.

Mr. 'Loghlen: You were going to fead
them to battle, you said so a little while ago.

The PREMIER : The hon. member is not
making a correct statement and he knows
il.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
men— -

The PREMIER: The hon, member mixes
our allies with onr enemies. It makes little

Are the Italians the

_some way out of the trouble.

difference to him whether they are Cler-
mans, Austrians, Italians, or Frenchmen,
ali are ealeulated to rouse his choler.
This ecrisis arose and assumed  very
serions  proportions, which resulted in
the closing down of npearly all the
nines on the Golden Belt and affected
some four thousand men. That, as members
will remember, eansed a deputation consist-
ing of members of Parliament and represen-
latives of industrial hodies and eivie authori-
tics 1o wait on me to see if we could find
I commend
these gentlemen for approaching me so
readily, and the practical proposals for set-
tlement which were put before that deputa-
livn immediately by my colleague, the Mini-
ster fur Mines, and his ready response to
their request that he should visit the gold-
liclls, and by tactfully and energetically act-
ing in the capacity of intermediary brought
about in less than.a week an agreement and
resumption of work, This ought to point
out to 1hose who have belied him that be is
the right man in the right place and they
oitght to be Lhe first to aeknowledge the good
work that he has done.

Mr. Collier: Whilst giving the Minister
eredit for what is due, T hope we shall not
be having this ad nauseam.

The PREMIER : The hon. member is only
emphasising his offence.

AMr. Collier: But there has appesared a
great deal in the Press,

The PREMIER: He has had nothing in
the Press trom me. Perhaps the hon. mem-
her will add his eulogy to mine.

Alr. Collier: T will give him ail that is dne
to him,

The PREMIER: The Government are
certainly entitled to eredit for having solved
ihis Jifficulty which had been threatening
the mining industry for 12 or 18 wontbs and
wlich had not been solved previously not-
withstanding the goldfields ministry of the
day tried their hand, and the Commonwealth
{iovernment itself had interfered. The
prospecis for the future of this industry are
of paramount importance to the State and 1
venture {o say the possibilities are nothing
like exbausted. The Government intend to
make special efforls fo encourage the de-
velopment of our mineral resources. I admit
that the history of the world gees to show
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that when onec (he goldfields begin to re-
trogress it is diffieult to stay them, bui there
is such a large extent of mineral area in
Western Australia whieh is still almost un-
touched, unprospected, that we have great
hopes that the gold-mining industry for
many, many years to eome will be a main
factor i the progress of Western Australia.

My, Mullany: You told the member for
Kalgoorlie to take his mines and himself to
the Eastern States some time ago.

The PRIEMIER : Possibly 1 told the hon.
member o take himself to the BEastern
Staies and leave his mines behind, I think
that is more likely., The Minister is calling
in the assistanee of those engaged and in-
terested in the mining industry. He wants
to oblain ihe benefit of their knowledge, ex-
perience, and practical suggeslions so that
we may embark on the correct lines to carry
on this imporfant industry. The proposal
for a confercnece lins alveady received the
approbation of the miners’ unions and the
Chamber of Mines, and T hope that during
my oceupancy of officc we may do something
fo earn rather more than the newspaper
eulogy received by my friends opposite.
There are many abandoned leases on the
goldfields that have never sinee been re-
opened and the Minister proposes to have
these properiies encouraged and made
known. He proposes to deal with the pro-
perties which bave been developed partly
by the assistance of pnblic funds from the
Mines Development vote.  These leases
which have had public funds spent on them
together with private funds should be de-
veloped.  New-comers are not induced fo
enler on leases of that deseription when
they know that there is a large financial re-
sponsibility 1o shoulder which has been
incnrred previously. We hope that some ar-
rangement may be come to whereby people
may be induced to go and develop these
properties.  The pastoral indusiry is one
to which I must give a passing reference as
it is a hig asset to Weslern Australia. As
all the leases expire in 1928 action will have
to be taken afier due inquiry has heen
made.  New leases musi have a full and
reasonable tevm fo run otherwise we cannot
induce people to go to the initial expendi-
tore which is necessary to develop them.
This matter is bheing inquired into as well

as the limifation of the areas to be held.
We want to encourage the smail pastoralists
and ihe ecaltle growers in order that they
may get tlie advantage not only of the in-
dustry as sueh, but alse that we may have
a sufficient supply of meat for food pur-
poses for the people in the more congested
arens. The classification of the lands avail-
able, 1he adjustment of renis in propriion to
the distance from shipping ports, the class
of land and water supplies available are all
matters which will have to be taken into
consideration in the rendjusting and ihe
fixing of the rents to be paid,

Mr. Green: Will that refer to pastoral
leases on the goldficlds?

The PREMIER: All pastoral leases.
Legislalion will probably be necessary in
that diveetion. With regard to the agrieul-
fural industry I do not want ta weary hon.
members by a long dissertalion on that
which we have heard about year after year,
but I must towch upon the agricultural in-
dustry, perbaps the most important of all
our industyies. The reproductiveness of the
soil is the foundation of a country’s pros-
perity, and T am satisfied (hat as we find
the years voll by history will repeal iiself,
and the prosperily of our magnifieent and
great State will depend more and more
upon this important indusiry which we are
just establishing. 'I'te hard times which our
farmers hove passed throngh owing to
drought and war undonbtdly entille ihem
to every consideration, and T want to make
it perfeetly clear that nothing has been
promised the farmers’ representatives by
the present Government but what is ahso-
lutely in keeping with our liberal policy and
our public  pronouncements from time 1o
time.

3. Angwin: 1f they get hetier treat-
ment than they had in ihe past, God help
the country,

The PREMIER: 1 hope they will have
more sympathetic {reatment than that which
was given 1hem in the past few vears. I
am satisfied that we eannot give them too
mnch sympathy.

Mr. Apgwin: They do not want sym-
pathy, they want assistanee.

The PREMIER: I am, however, con-
vineed that the individual prosperity of
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even the hon. member bangs very largely
upon what the agrieuliural industry is to
be.

Mr. Angwin: We gave them every assist-
ance.

The PREMIER: The hon. member and
his Government squandered money right and
left and assisted the waster and allowed the
honest man {o be turned away from ihe
door. The previous Government had no
system at all.

Mr. Foley: Are vou getting out a list of
the wasters now?

The PREMIER: 'The whole husiness was
in a state of echaos and it was almost a hope-
less task to disentangle it.- We have already
done something to assist the agrieulturist by
abolishing the railway lerminal charges.

Mr., Apgwin: You par them on.

The PREMIER: And we reduced the
fertilizser freights from one penny to one
farthing per ton per mile from the same
date.  OFf course we put them on in the
first instance, but we did so wilh the full
knowledge of the farmers and settlers Lhat
agricultural railways were then being con-
strueted, Tt was part and pareel of the
policy and it was aceepted as such. The
hon. member and his friends went to the
couniry in 1911 with the promise that they
would abolish this iniquitous eharge. Bul
what did they do?  They loock it off for
five minutes and put it on again, and acdded
fertiliser freighls to the extent of nearly
400 per cent. That shows the practieal
sympatlly of our friends opposile towards
the farming industiry, The Minister for
Works has also takea into consideration the
question of freights on lines now under con-
struction, and inslead of keeping settlers
hanging on month after month, and year
after year paying contractors’ rates on
those lines, he has reduced the rates to the
level of those applying on the open railway
system. The dingo pest which is causing
trouble to the setilers has already been
tackled, and the rewards have been rein-
stated in the hope that the pest may be
exterminated.  Again with regard to the
agricultural industry, as outlined in the
Press, we have in aceordance with our
poliey appointed a Royal Commission con-
sisting of Messrs. Giles, Pavnter, Venn, aud

Clarkson, and we intend to ask those praec-
tical men to go thoroughly iuto the position
of the industry, to consult these who are
engzaged In il, and who have big responsi-
bilities in connectivr with it—just as is being
done hy the Minister for Mines who is con-
sulline those interested in lie mining indus-
try—so that we may derive the greatest ad:
vanlage from the evidence (hat may be col-
leclell and the hrains of those connecled with
the industry, The Commission will have full
seupe 1o iignire, and we trust that we shall
pet some valuable evidence and valuable sug-
westions when the report is made available,

Alr. O’Loglilen: Are you going fo dispense

with your experts? T
~The PREMIER: All and sundry ¢an be

called to give evidence; exisiing ex}p.erts will
he examined and the whole thing will be
gone into thoroughly, and when the report
is mailde available hon. members will acknow-
ledge thut the money which the Commission
has cost will have been well spent. The Cora-
mission will alse conduct an investigation
into the subsidiary inidusiries sueh as bacon-
curiity, buller-making, jam and preserves.
1t is the desire of the Government to pro-
duce for loeal conswminption first and then
Lo provide for export. We expeet much
zood from the labours of this Commission
and we also cxpeet that it will be of great
as-islanee to us in connection with the re-
yatriation scheme and the settlement of
soldiers.
. Mr. Coarpenter: When do you expeet to
et that Commission’s reporl?

The PREMIER: I eannot tell the hon.
member. !

Alr. Carpenter: Novr can anyone else.

The PREMIER: I do wvot think it will
take as long as the Collie Coal Commission.

Mr. Tavlor: We hopé not; that Commis-
sion is like Johnny Walker, still going
strong.

The PREMIER: As soon as funds are
available—-and evervthing will depend upon
the finaneial sitnation—we propose to sur-
vey all suitable areas and blocks for the pur-
puse of the settlement of soldiers, and in
conneetion with the agrieunftural industry, it
has been proposed, and inquiries are being
made in the direetion of bringing goldfields
boys In the coast to enable them to engage
in farming operations, at least those who are
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inclined that way, The Government will pay
their fares and make arrangements {o see
that the boys are properly treated in regard
to food, accommodation, and so forth.
Again, in connection with the agrieultural
industry we have appointed a Railway Ad-
visory Board consisting of Mr. Brockman,
the Surveyor (General, Mr, Sutton, the Com-
missioner of the Wheat Belt, and Mr. Lord,
the Chief Traflic Manager. Their duty will
be to investigate and report upon any pro-
posals for new railways and their attention
will be centered upon agricultural distriets
lacking railway facilities.

Mr. Gardiner: Do you not think you are
overburdening Mr. Sutton with work?

The PREMIER: I think Mr. Sutton can
do all this; at any rate I have yet to learn
that he has ever complained of over work.

Mr. Gardiner: The same thing has been
done with our experts ever since we have
had them,

The PREMIER: Of course if it is more
than Mr. Sutton ean do he will be relieved
of some portion of his work. The advisory
boards did excellent work at the time when
we first started to build agrieultural railways,
and | am satisfied that without such a Board
now we cannot get satisfactory results. The
attention of Lhis Board will first of all be
directed to those agrieultural distriets which
are lacking railway facilities. I come now to
what lras been a serious bone of contention
and has caused great irouble to my friends
opposite, and especially to my friend the
member for Kanowna, I refer lo the Is-
perance Railway. This matter has Dbeen
thoroughly ventilated in the Press, and per-
haps hon. members do not want me to dwell
too much upon it, but the result of our in-
vestigations and inquiries, together with the
achievements of the settlers in that distriet,
made us regard ik as our duly to stop opera-
tions pending further inquiries as to the
quality and the suitability of the land to be
served. T regret that that course was not
{aken years ago and thal the recommenda-
tion by Mr. Paterson and his colleagues that
experimental farms he established was not
carried ont. Those farms would bave proved
the worth of the eountry before the House
was asked to pledge itself to the expendilure
of a huge sum of money. The estimated
cost of the G0 miles of line which it was pro-

posed to construet at present was £170,000,
ineluding rails, while to cotplete the line to
Noigeman the estimated cost was £350,000.
The amount expended to 16th August was
£21,000. There were 40 men engaged on the
work, the sleepers on hand wumber 34,000,
representing ahoul 17 miles, and there were
10 miles of rails down there. We did not,
as it were,-turn these men off at a momeni’s
notice, but instructions were sent down to
the conslruetion engineer to stack and pro-
tect sleepers and iimber, to protect the banks
and cattings against fretting and erosion,
to slore the working plant, to complete the
wings of the four bridges and leave them
gafe, and to employ the men on the job at
that work until the arrival of the first
steamer.

Mr. Green: 1t is the first time in Aus-
tralia (hat a railway has been stopped like
that,

The PREMIER: I don’t think so.

Mr, Green: And because vour side were
all in opposition Lo the line.

The PREMIER: That is not correet.
When the hon. member gets the full facts he
will admit that we did what was the proper
thing.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: You are anticipating
the nature of the Commission’s report.

The PREMIER: Nothing of the kind.
Work will be resumed if the report is fav-
ourable. Lvery protection is being afforded
to the material and plant, but the Govern-
ment would he wrong if they allowed an
extra five-pound note to be spent there until
it has leen proved that it is a sound com-
mereial proposition, and one which the get-
{lers could make & living out of,

Mr, Angwin: Whom do you think is the
best expert—Sutton, Richardson, or Cooke?

The PREMIER: T should think that they
were all better experts than the hon. member.

Mr. Angwin: T do not profess to be an
expert,

The PREMIER: That is a foolish ques-
tion to ask,

Mr. Angwin:
down,

Mr. Collier: You put experts to
judgment on the profession,

The PREMIER: Mr. Mann, I think,
kuows more about the salinity of the soil

You turned 3JMr. Sutton

pass
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than any oiher of these gentleinen, although
the hon, gentlemen do not think so.
Mr. Collier: Who?

The PREMIER: The hon. member for
Iioulder (Mr. Collier) did not think so when
he gave instructions that a certain report
should be kept confidential, and which, there-
fore, has never seen the light of day.

Mr. Collier: I did not do so, That is
absolutely incorrect.

The PREMIER: His minute is on the
['apers.

Mr. Collier: I said “for the time being,”
until the complete report is made up. This
was an interim report,

The PREMIER : T has nol seen the light
of day.

Mr. Collier: You know it has.

The PREMIER : Nothing of the sort.

Mr. Collier: I say it has.

The PREMIER: Let the hon. member
prove it.

Mr. Collier: I will prove it.

The PREMIER: This is a disgraceful
and reprehensible practice.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: It ought to be tested
on other than party lines.

Mr. Collier: It served your purpose at
the Canning election.

The PREMIER: Mr, Mann's report is
dated 17th June——o

Mewmber: What has the Canning election
to do with 1t?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, Hon. members
must cease interjecting when I call “order.”

The PREMIER: Mr. Mann’s report is
dated 171h June, 1912, T say it was never
published. There is no evidence that it was
ever placed on the Table of either House of
Parliament.

Mr. Heilmann: Tt was read in the Legis-
lative Couneil.

The PREMLER: No. All the favour-
able reports were fully quoted, and in Au-
gust, 1912, the Minisler for Lands was
asked by the QGoldfields Esperance Land
[.eague of Kalgoeorlie for any reports and
resulls of any analysis of soils for publica-
tion. Hon. T. H. Bath, who was then Min-
ister for Lands, asked the Commissioner for
the Wheat Belt whether it would be advis-
able to make known the information con-
tained in Mr. Mann’s report. The Commis-

sioner replied (hal il would be betier if the
full reporis could be made avaitable. Then
the Minister for Mines, the member for
Boulder (Mr. Collier}, steps into the breach,
and informs Mr. Bath, or advises the de-
pariment, that they have in his (the Mines
Department) some voluminous information
concerning the KEsperonce disirict and its
agriewltural possibilities. The Minister for
Agrieultare then writes to Mr. Collier and
asks that the papers should be made avail-
able for perusal. Mr. Collier replies that
the information should be regarded as c¢on-
fidential for the time being.

Mr. Collier: For the time being, yes.

The PREMIER: Yes, and that is ever
sinee.

Mr. Collier; That is not so.

The PREMIER: TFrom 1912 to 1916 is
“for the time being.”

Mr. Collier: I say emphatically it is not
so, and you know it is not so.

The PREMIER: The hon. Mr, Drew,
while speaking in another place on the Bill
in January, 1415, staled—

Of all the reports that have been made,
there is not one that has been condemna-
tory of the land,

That is an expression of an epinion of the
Government through their mouthpiece, the
Minister conlrolling the Legislative Couneil.
He ignored Mr. Mann’s report, the conclud-
ing sentence of which is—

I can only express the opinion that in
the light of the faets then disclosed, and
assuming that the tentative slandard of
salinity which I have adopted is the cor-
rect one, settlement on this land must be
considered as hazardous,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That was a big as-
sumption.

The PREMIER: 1t is not a matter of
what it was. It is borne out by the faeis.
Mr. ¥ann goes on—

Unless its adaptahility for wheat has
first been fully tested by means of fairly
extensive plots grown on various paris of
this terrilory.

Mr, Angwin: Mr. Drew referred to 1912,
not 1913,

The PREMIER: In 1915——

Mr. Angwin: He referred to 1912
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Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : He referred to 1912, when the Esper-
ance-Norseman line was under consideralion
as a mining line.

Mr. Collier;: 1t is the same line and the
sawe soil. What nonsense you are talking.

The PREMIER: T quife undersiand that
the hon. member tries to bluff the business.
Tt is, however, mueh too serious for that.

Mr. Angwin: T quite agree with you, and
vour sfatement is a very serious one.

3r. Green: And your stoppage of the
railway is a prefty serious onc.

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman has
his remedy; let him take it.  The report
was made in 1912, It was in the possession
of Ministers. Some decided thai it should
be kept privale and eonfidential. Why did
not Mr, Angwin then read the report to the
House when he introduced the Bill 1o the
Legislative Assembly later on?

Mr. Angwin: Beeause it was read here
previously and laid on the Table for three
years running.

The PREMIER : Tor three years running
it was not here. Even if it was here, his
duty was to call the attention of members
to it. Hon. members opposite quoted any
report whieh sunifed their purpese, but any
one whiclh was detrimental to their purpose
and wonld eonfuse their case and ought to
have been in the possession of the House,
‘which was asked to commit the country to
this tremendous expenditure, they left out.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: That is absolutely
ineorreet.

The PREMTER: What did the hon.
members know about the salinity of the soil 2
What does .005 per cent. of salt in the soil
convey 1o any lon. member? It conveys
nothing fo them.  But if {here had been
quoted to members the paragraph in the
report that it was a very hazardons under-
iaking, then members would have had some-
thing tanegille placed before them.

Mr. Foley: Mr. Drew’s report distinectly
gave Mr, Mann’s report, and then he com-
pared his report with anolher gentleman in
the same line (Mr. Kearnev) who knew
more than Mr. Mann. 7This will be found
in Hansard.

The PREMIER: No. Tt is not found in
Hansqrd. The hon. member cannot prove it.

The report was oot read. This work goes
on but in a very desultory fashion, They
did not work with a very great heart in the
conxmencement of operations. It is a sort
of apology. They say—

We have passed the vailway and got the
authorisation of TParliament bat we do
not want to spend any money.

Alr, Collier: And you stopped if.

The PREMIER: They go on to say—

We are not going to raise money or get
Lhe material,

but are altogether half-hearled in their pro-
prosnls.

My, O'Loghlen: See how you get on.

The PREMIER: In February of this
year the Agricultural Bank trustees gof in-
structions from the previous Government
that they were to make funds of the bank
available for settlers in the Esperance dis-
iriet, and it was only when Messrs, Richard-
son and Cooke, whom Mr. Angwin is practi-
cally condemning I presume, by his inter-
jeetion

Mr. Angwin: I say they are not experts
like Mr. Sutton.

The PREMIER: It was only when these
genllemen returned from iheir inspection,
and being suspicious that the presence of
salt accounted for the poor resulis from the
soil, that they began to make inquiries and
that -this copy of the report by Mr., Mann
eame to light,

Mr. W, D. Johnson: Qh, I say.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The hank promised
this in wriling before the settlers went
there?

The PREMIER: I do not know about
thal. What is the position? The settlers
were undoubtedly kept in ignorance of the
fact that it was a hazardous undertaking
with wheh they were connected —Parliament
was hoodwinked. The Bill was passed two
years Jater and the country was committed
to the expenditure of £170,000, to say no-
thing of the £40,000 or £50,000 for harbour
works in addition.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: What Government set-
tled them on the land?

The PREMIER: The Agriculiural De-
partment have advanced something like
£11,000 to the settlers, and at the present
time many of the settlers have ahandoned
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their holdings, and I am sorrowful to admit
that the renainder are now in a pitiable
plight.

Mr, Taylor: Have advances been made
since the line was passed?

The PREMIER: I do not know; probably
prior tu it and since. The average yield,
and hon. members cannot get away from it,
in 1913-14, was 4.2 bushels to the acre; in
1914-15 it was 2.5 bushels to the acre, and
in 1915-16 the harvest was 5.2 bushels to
the acre.

Mr. Collier: Tou will admit that the Iand
Liad not been properly farmed. The erop
was only seraiehed in, and at first the
settlers had no ferliliser,

The PREMIER: The hon, member must
admit that other districts were in exaetly
the same position.

Mr. W_D. Johnson: No.

The PREMIER: T guarantee that the
hon. member for Guildferd (Mr. W, D.
Johnson) is not prepared to invest his
moaney in the distriet, and undertake farm-
ing there.

Mr, W. D. Jobnsorn: Unfortunately
other districts bave suffered likewise. The
losses in agriculture results are not limited
to Esperance.

The PREMIER:
thad.

Mr. W, D. Johnson:
fered in cunsequence.

The PREMIER: I am aware of that too.

Mr. W, D, Johnson: Then do not con-
demn tlie Esperance District, )

The PREMIER: I am dealing with the
reprehensible conduct of hon. mewmbers op-
posite, who knew that it was a doubtful
and hazardous operation.

Mr. W. D. Johnson:
incorrect.

The PREMIER: A sum of £2,000 is due
for renls and nearly £2,000 has been ad-
vanced by the Tndustries Assistance Board
for payment of rents. Ministers knew that
these farms were absolutely useless and that
it was impossible for the settlers to get on
there, and vet moneys were taken to pay
rents to bolster up the revenue. As re-
cently as the 13th April of this year the
Trustees of the Agrienltural Bank stated
that these holdings had no mortgagable

I am quite aware of

Others have suf-

That is absolutely

value at the present time and they refused
to advance the bank’s money upon them,
netwithstanding that Ministers would bring
pressure 1o bear npon them. They say—
It is not safe business for the bank
to undertake.
The member for Kanowna (Mr. Walker)
I'ad the file sent on to him by the wember
for Guildferd (Mr. Johnson), and all that
Mr. Walker has to say when he reads the
file is "' Noted with disappointment.’’ We,
however, liave appoinied a Royal Commis-
sion and I maintain that we have taken
the right steps. We have appeinted as this
Commission, Mr. C. L. Dempster

Mr. Foley: Mr. Dempster was a gentle-
man who was on the pastoral area before
it was cut up.

The PREMIER: He will not objeet to
the railway I presume.

Mr, Foley: TUnder the conditions ex-
pressed possibly he will.

Mr. Bolion: He was an opponent of the
railway before he was appointed.

The PREMIER: The other gentlemen
of the Commission are Messrs. M, F. Pad-
hury and N. K. McDonald. 'Fhese gentle-
men have been appointed lo inquire into
the whole cireumstances surrounding the
settlement of the land and as {o its quality
and suitability for sueecssful farming op-
erations.

Mr. Bolton: After expressing opposition
to the railway.

The PREMIER: Ne.

Mr, Bolton: The Chairmoan has expressed
his opposition to the railway,

The PREMIER: They have been ap-
pointed to inquire into and report on the
possibility of successful farming of the
land in the mallee belt, The Commission
will be given the widest powers and will
be enabled to travel over the Siate and get
all the expert evidenee available. I feel
sure that the Commission is in a hetter
position than if we had appointed a single
expert on the Commission. They ean find
out more information than could be given
them hy an expert, and in any case they
can call experts to give evidence wherever
they like. Let us have this, and let us have
as many experts as are wanted. The Com-
mission wili closely examine all reports in
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the hands of the department. They will
inspect the farms and will advise what, if
any, experimental work should be under-
taken by the Government.

Mr. Collier: 1n the meantime what are the
settlers (o do?

The PREMIER: The settlers are in no
worse position than they have heen at any
time during the last five yvears. The area
of land similar in every respect to that al-
ready settled is sufficiently extensive to
justify all expenditure necessary to thor-
oughly test the distriet. Should the Com-
mission’s report condemn the land for
wheat-growing purposes 1mmediate steps
will be taken to transfer these settlers,
should they desire it, to more favourable
areas.

Mr. Foley: Have any measures heen
taken yet with regard to people who may
he starving up to date?

The PREMIER: I cannot say. But the
hon, member need not worry on that point.
In the meaniime, in order that no time shall
be Jost at all, Mr. Sutton will visit the dis-
triect as early as possible and ascertain if
there are suitable areas of fallowed land to
commence experimental work upon. If we
have to start clearing the land and putting
in experimental areas we will not be able
to do it this season, but will have to defer
it until next year. We hope, however, that
Mr. Sutton will be able to find suitable
areas for experimental purposes.

Member: Is it a fair test to put in a
erop this season?

The PREMIER: We hope we shall be
able to do so. As soon as a report is avail-
able Parliament will be given full informa-
tion.

Mr. E. B. Jobhnston interjected.

The PREMIER: 1t would be a much
inore serious thing if I permitted publie
moneys to he spent down there, knowing
full well that in doing =0 I ran the risk
of the whole of it being lost.

Mr. Munsie: The chairman was abso-
lutely bhiassed before vou put him there.

The PREMIER: T think not. I ecannot
think that the hon. member will stand
to thai statement.

Mr. Munsie: It is the tiuth, anyhow.

The PREMIER: I hope the hon. member
will repeat that statement outside.

Mr. Bolton: The ehairman has made the
statetnent himself,

Mr. Munsie: You knew it before you ap-
pointed him.

The PREMIER: With regard to the tim-
ber industry the aim of the Government is
to preserve our splendid foresis as a great
national assel—and that has been, T think,
the aim of every Government we have had
—and by judicious conservation to ensure
that they shall remain a souree of wealth
and revenue to the State for all time.

Mr. Q’Loghlen: What do vyou propose
to do?

The PREMIER: Amended timber regu-
lations have been promulgated which pro-
vide for the more systematie working of
the forests. Strong objections have been
rande to these regulations on the ground
that they will inerease the eost of produe-
ing marketable timber. Those objections
will be very closely investigated and econ-
sidered, and an endeavour will he made to
frame equitable regulations, and if neees-
sary the regulations will be further
amended. We are prepaved to frame any
amendments required on equitable lines. 1
trust these few remarks on the intentions
of the Government with regard to the tim-
ber industry will satisfy hon. members.
And now I come to the question of State
enterprises. Very careful consideration is
being given to the conduct of the State
steamship service in the immediate futwre.
The Government is adverse to the dual eon-
trol of the Fremantle Harbonr Trust and
the State Steamship Service.

Mr. Angwin: The same old tactics.
Fvery stutement T gave you was correct,

The PREMIER: Every statement vou
made was wrong, and vour estimates of
cost were always hased on wrong figures.
The (rovernment, I say, is adverse o the
dual control of the Fremantle Harbour
Trust and the State Steamship Serviee.
This is a very difficult problem and se¢ soon
as a ilecision is arrived at Parliament will
he advised. The motor ship **Kangavoo®’

Mr. Angwin: A splendid bargain !

The PREMIER: A splendid bargain.
Owing to abnormal freights this vessel is
making large profits, and T think she will
continue to make large profits se long as
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the war last, and probably for some time
afterwards, The position in regurd to the
ships obtained by the late Government for
the North-West trade is most unsatisfac-
tory. The “*Western Aunstralia’ unfortu-
nately is under charter to the Imperial
Government until the end of the war.
Mr. Bolion: Unfortunately? Why?

The PREMIER: Yes, unfortunately.
And therefore we will be prevented from
disposing of the vessel at a time when she
might be dispesed of at a good figure. Ef-
forts are being made to sell her if the Im-
perial Government will permit. Mr. Stevens
calls her an absolute disaster and an im-
possible proposition. The whole of the
State Steamship proposition has proved
most disastrous. The manager reported
of it “*It is no goed struggling on with old
or more less decrepit, slow and most un-
suitable ships, designed for trades lotally
different in every respeect from those in
which we have to run them.’’ What more
do lon. members want to convinee them of
the nature of the steamship proposition?

Mr. Bolton: What is the date of the re-
port?

The PREMIER: Hon. members will not
own up to mistakes they have made in the
past.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: What is the date of
ihe report?

The PREMIER: I have not got it here.

Mr., W. D. Johnson: You are dealing
with the report concerning the “Western
Australia” only. You are as pearly fair as
you can he.

The PREMIER : That interjection is not
decent, and I ask that it he withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
please withdraw the remark that the Premier
is as nearly fair as be ean be. The insinua-
tion is that the Premier is not fair.

Mr. W. D, Johnson: I will withdraw the
Temark.

The PREMIER: Then the s.s. “Kwinana”
is due for her second No. 3 survey at the
end of the year and again the manager of
the service reports: “She is gelting
s0 old and has now reached the stage when
she shonld be sold.” Then there is the s.s.
“Bambra” which was chartered from the
Commonwealth Government and of that the

manager of the service has this to say:
‘‘She 15 of slow speed and low power, which
entirely militat®: against her being a finan-
cial suceess on the North-West trade.” TUn-
fortunately this vessel struck an uncharfed
rock and i now at Singapore to undergo
repairs, whieh, it is estimated will take two
months to effect. That increases the diffi-
culties of carrying on the coastal trade. We
have the s.s. “Moira” chartered from the
Commonwealth Government for the eattle
trade and there is some doubt as to whether
we shall be able to retain that vessel. I am
at the present time negoliating with the
Prime Minister, and 1 am endeavouring {o
impress upon him the necessity of per-
mitting this ship to remain on our coast so
that we may be able to maintain a supply of
meat for the consumption of our people.
The State Steamship Service shows a loss
sinee its inception to the 30th June, 1915,
of £63,150, and the approximate loss for the
year ended 30th June, 191G, was £16,830,
making a total loss of £50,000. In arriving
at a determination as to the best methods of
continuing the serviee during the war and
until normal eonditions are restored, the
Government will be influenced firstly by a
determination to afford the people of the
North-West the best service possible in the
circuinstanees, and secondly by a desire to
save 1he State from present and future loss.
The whole question is ful] of difficulties and
is now being incuired into.

Mr. Angwin: Was there any loss in last
vear's working?

The PREMIER: Approximately £16,000.

Mr. Angwin: Get out.

The PREMIER: The State Ferry Ser-
vice was taken over in 1912 and for the first
15 months showed a profit of £1,250 and in
the following year the profit was £1,060. In
the third year the profit had disappeared
and in ils place there was a loss of £396.
Consequent upen this, the service was re-
strieted in certain directions and fares were
mereased, but the year ended 30th June
Iast siill disclosed a loss of £355. There is
no doubt that this unsatisfactory state of
affairs is due in a large measure to the con-
struetion of the ferry steamer ‘Perth,”
which was costly both to build and to run.

Mr. Heitmann: She is a beauty!
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The PREMIER: The only useful service
that steamer was ever engaged in was an ex-
cursion she undertook oune dbeautiful morn-
ing when I saw her from my verandah over-
looking Yreshwater Bay gaily bedecked wilh
flags and carrying as passengers the mem-
bers of the preyious Ministry, That was the
oceasion of the sleamer’s trial run and the
vessel certainly looked very charming on
that oceasion.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I suppose you
sorry you were not there.

Mr, Angwin: Are you sure the Ministers
were on board?

The PREMIER: Yes, the hon. member
himself was there.

Mr. Angwin: T was not.

The PREMIER: The position of the
ferry steamers is being investigated in the
hope that some means may be devised
whereby the loss to the State may be ler-
minated without prejudicing the interesis
of the people of South Perth. Our Stale
PFigh Supply which was to do so wmueb for
Weslern Australia for the first 12 months
(ihe 1st December, 1914, to the 30th Nov-
ember, 1015) showed a loss of £3,183, For
the seven months, 30th November to 30th
June last, there was a further loss of £2,740.

Ar. Angwin: What aboul the cbharges?

The PREMIER: The hon, memher knows
I cannot give them now.

Mr. Angwin: You are making stalements,
why not back them up?

The PREMTER: The hkon. memher has
no coneepfion of figures. He is one of the
grealest muddlers, and an inspeciion of the
State Implement Works will bear that out.
Whilst the average monthly loss in eonnee-
iion with the fish supply for the initial
yeur’s operations was £263, that for the past
seven monlhs hags been at the rate of £391
per month. A large proportion of that loss
sperns to have been duc to the purchase of
tolally uwpsuitable vessels, It is not the
poliey of the Government to earry on com-
petitive trading enferprises of ihis nature,
andl whilst the earliest opportunity will be
taken nf escaping from this heavy financial
loss, care will be exercised so that publie
ineonvenience will he avoided by any sudden
intereference with the fish supplies. We
shall endeavour to organise our resources so

were

that we shall not create a blank, and to en-
able private enterprise to re-establish them-
selves in an industry which was taken from
them.

Mr. Bolton: Greeks.

The PREMIER: Are they enemy sub-
Jecis?

Ar. Bolton: You might be prond of them;
we are not,

The PREMIER: | am not proud of the
hon. member.

Mr. Bolton: You are of the Greeks.

The PREMIER: With regard to the
State Brickworks

Mr. Angwin: You have not published the
balanee sheet of that enterprise either.

The PREMIER : 1t will be ready shortly.
The hon, member has had five or six of them
already.

Mr. Angwin: We have had {hree, and
they all show that Ilte brickworks made a
profit,

The PREMIER: The State Brickworks
were going to turn out bricks ai about 15
or 20 per ceni. cheaper lhan anyonc clse
coull make them for, and it took {wo or
three years to get them going. I find that
£30,000 has been expended on those works,
and although they show a better resuit than
rerhars some of the other enterprises, the
loss including derrceiation daring the 15
monibs ended 30k June, 1916, was £1,000.
An endeavoor will be made to sell the hrick-
works as a going eoncern.

Mr. Munsie: You must have a huoyer.

The PREMIER: Or we shall lease ihem
on coaditions which will ¢onserve the inter-
ests of the Stale. Whether we can get any-
one to huy or lease them, I do not know,

Mr. Angwin: We saved over £2,000 on
the hricks whieh had to he purchased by
the Siate.

The PREMIER: [ doubt that statement
very much indeed. Twen then the brick-
works show a loss of £1,000. I am coming
now to the pet works of the hon. member
for Fast Fremantie (Mr. Angwin), the im-
plement works. I went Ihrough the estab-
lishment for the first time the other day
wilh the present Minister for Works.

AMr. Angwin: T sguared them up.

The PREMIER : If the hon. member says
he squared (hem up Le does not know the
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meaning of the term. The work could not
be squared up without the expenditure of
a large sum of money. The lotal amount
invested is £275,000 and the loss on opera-
tions is £57,000. The trade from 1913 to
1916 amounted to £101,564 for implements,
£141,853 for Government departments and
£7,545 for the publie, making a total of
£251,052. That has been ihe total turnover
for the capital amount which T have given
lom. memers,

Mr. Angwin: Was that capital all ont at
one time!

The PREMIER: | shoald think uel. You
go on constricting your works and exjendd-
ing caj.ital

Mr. Angwin: Yon are dealing with the
trading account and nor the eapifal expendi-
ture; you know that the capital expendilure
is just a litle over £80,000.

The PREMIER: The capital in the bus-
iness, works, plant, stock, ele., is £275,000.

Mr. Angwin: The money is going in and
out all the {ime.

The PREMIER: The turnover since the
works were started is £251,000.

Mr, W. D, Jobnson: What is the stock
worth?
The PREMIER: The stoek on hand is

pui down at £70,000.

Mr. Thomas: You have been making mis-
statements.

The PREMIER: The hon. member's men-
ial ecapacity is so limited that he cannnt un-
derstand.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 lo 7.30 pm.

The PREMIER : Before tea, when I was
diseussing the State Impliement Works, my
statement that the total funds invested
amounted te £275,000 in round figures, was
challenged, and, apparently, the point T was
making was nol quite understood. The som
of £275000 includes not only the cost of
rlant and buildings, which was £94,156, but
the stock on band, representing £70,245, and
the book debts £74,73%. Then there is the
loss since the inception of the undertaking,
amonnting to £57,000, consisting of £16,858,
as shown in the balance sheet, and £10,583
interest on monevs advanced by the Treas-
ury and which have not been charged up
io the undertaking.

Mr. W. D. Jobnson : Then you were
wrong in including all this in the capital
cost of the work.

The PREMIER: Ne¢. The hon. member
was wrong; he did not understand what
the eapifal invested in the undertaking con-
sisted of.

Mr. W. 1. Johnson: You said the capital
cost.

The PREMIER : Well, I will take the hon.
member on that point.  The capital cost of
an undertaking 15 all the eapatal invested
in that undertaking.

Me. W. Ib. Jobnson:
vou conveyed.

The PREMIER: 1f the hon. member
wislies to split straws he is at liberty Lo do
do.

A, W D, Jobnson: The faet that yon
liad (o readjust your fizures during the ad-
Journment s proof that you were wrong
hefore.

The PREMIER: No; I bave done it in
order 1o enable hon. members opposite
to understand a commercial term. The
turnover is £231,000, the stock on hand
represents  £70,245, aund the patterns, of
which two-thirds will never, be wanted
at all, are valued at £7,000, We are having
the whole thing revalued.

Mr. Angwin: That was ordered before you
gl i{here.

The PREMIER: Much of the plant is
quile unsuitable for cheap production, the
works are bhadly planred, and to alter them
in conformity with modern practice to pro-
duce economy in working will require the
expenditure of large sums of money.

Mr. Angwin: Some £12,000 or £14,000.

The PREMIER: The selling prices have
been increased, and now they are approxi-
mately the prices of imported implements.
So, the terms on which these works were
established, and the mu¢h-vaunted declara-
tion that we should be able to produce for
our settlers implements from 25 per centf. to
331 per cent. less than the cost of the im-
porled article, has been disproved entirely,
while the arguments frequently put up by
us when in Opposition have been amply
borne out on facts.

Mr. Angwin: Have not the prices of other
people’s machinery beep put up this vear?

The PREMIER: I do not know.

Tuat is not what
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Mr. Foley: Then where do vou get the
ecomparison?

The PREMIER : From the adveriisemenis
that were issued at the time the works were
started. Now let us glance at the State
Saw Mills. In this enterprise we have a
capital of £330,000 employed. 1n addilion
to that there is lhe cost of 1he Jarnadup or
Big Brook siding, namely £57,000, of which
only £31,500 was debited againsl Lhe milj,
the balance being charged against perman-
ent railways, notwilhstanding that, practi-
cally, the siding is used solely for sawmill
business.

Mr. Angwin:
mill line.

The PREMIER: 1t has been constructed
up to a standard better than was necessary
for sawmill work, and therefore hon. mem-
bers opposite thought they were entitled
to charge it up to permanent railways. The
cost of the mill erection was increased be-
cause the siding was not completed in time,
and the then Giovernment, in their anxiety
le hurry on the erection of the mills. had 1o
pay heavy eartage. From the ineeption the
trade has totalled £635,427, being timber
sald £361,108, stores £41,629, forage £26.-
023, {ruik eases £6,947, and sundries £9,670.
The profit on the iarmover sinee the incep-
tion has amounted to a couple of thousand
pounds, and the stoeks ure valned at £1453,-
172 to bring about Chat result. That-is not
a very encouraging outlook ftor works of
this magnitude on a turnever of £1435.000.
If T eonld not earn move profit than that
on the sale of stores alone, T would cease
doing business. In regarvd to the Wyndhan
Freezing Works, the plaus prepared hy M.
Nevanas were found Lo be quite insuflicient,
and, as hon. members know. had to be re-
vised in order to provide the neeessary
space for machinery and eanning warks,
This was one of the first items to come to
light after the appeintment of the present
engineering expert (Mr, Dalton). Prac-
Lieally the whole of the plans for the works
have had to be redrawn. The rough skelches
made by Mr. Nevanas, which it will he re-
membered were submitted te the House,
were merely an indication of what was re-
gquired. Certainly thev have been of some
little assisiance to the Public Works De-

It 1s not an ovdinary saw-

partment, as cnabling the offieers to pro-
duce plans more suitable for the peculiar
conditions under which the work will have
to be done at Wyndham. It will be remem-
bered that the tender price put in by Mr.
Nevanas was £153,000, {o which approxi-
mately £26,000 had to be added under the
conditions dealing with the fluctuations of
Freight on the coast. Now compare that
with the present estimate of the Public
Works Department for the completion of
the work. 'The departmental officers esti-
mate that the buildings and machinery will
cust £3G0,000, the water supply £44,000, the
Jetty £38.000, and the oil tanks £10,000. or
a totnl of £452,000. That is the present
estimate of what those works are going to
cosl this country.

Alr, Munsie: Il would have bsen pretty
wood business fo have got Nevanas to build
it at s price.

The PREMIER: Why did not the hon.
wentleman persuade his (fovernment to try?
The Public Works Department has amongst
its officers men who are capable of draw-
ing plans suitable for ordinary works, bhut
in regard to works of Lhis deseription it
had not within its ranks officers whose ex-
perience comprised the unecessary know-
ledge. Had an officer been commissioned to
make the needful inguiries and examination
regarding cstablished refrigerating works in
the Eastern States, and had he heen accom-
panied by an expert eungineer, plans fuily
up-to-date and suitable for the locality, and
which would have been reliable, could have
heen purehased at a fav less eost than was
represented by the commission whielh was
paid to Mr. Nevanas, 'L'he method adopted
Ity the previous Government resulted in the
loss of much valuable time which might
otherwise have heen saved, The problem
of these works is one which requires very
leep consideration. [ am of opinion, as I
ltave so often voiced on the floor of this
Honge hefore, and which 15 now proved,
that we are erecting works which are far
and away too big for the antieipated supply
of’ eattle during the next 10, 15, or 20 years.

Mr. Angwin: That is a long way ahead.

The PREMIER: Yes. it is. but we have
lo build up this cattle-growing industry and
il takes time lo do that.
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Mr. Underwood: What are you going to
do about it?

The PREMIER: I would cut down the
works by one half if 1 was able lo do so0.
Unfortunately, however, the foundations
are in, machinery has been ordered, and
expenditure has been ineurred, and I deo
not know how we are going to curtail them
now. At all evenis I am of opinion that
we are going to have a white elephant
of a sort whieh will prove to he a heavy
burden upon the State.

Mr. Angwin: Some differ ahout that,

The PREMIER: No one who has any
sense or experience would possibly differ
on that point.

Mr. Angwin: Those who undersiand it
differ.

The PREMIER: The problem of Staie
enterprises generally—and perbaps this may
have some conneetion wiih the insistent in-
terjections made by the Opposition—is u
difficult one, aml members opposite must
admit that. The policy of the Government
is certainly unot to hamper legifimate pri-
vate enterprises. We do not believe in com-
petition with our own ecitizens. That siate
of affairs has been condemned hy the ex-
jserienee of ihe pasl five years. Efforis will
he made, and sirong efforls at that, to min-
imise the loss, and we will restrict the oper-
ations of all these enterprises so far as we
ean to our own State requirements. Time
is undoubtedly necessary to evolve a scheme
or schemes dealing with these enterprises
in order to carry out our policy. No one
wonld be insane encugh to endeavour to
shut down huge undertakings in which se
mueh of the State eapital had been invested
at five minutes notice, and perhaps increase
the loss already incurred by hundreds of
thousands of pounds. This eannot be gone
into in a hurry, and Parliament will have to
he patient uantil we can devise a proper
scheme to get rid of this incubus on reason-
able terms, so as te disturb as little as pos-
sible the labour market and the requirements
of this State iiself, and of course mwinimise
the loss consequent upon making any fanda-
mental change.

Mr. Angwin: They were verv handy for
von last month.

Mr. Underwood: Are you going on with
the freezing works or are yon going 10
stop them?

The PREMIER : 1 would like to stop the
hon. member. | am now coming to a matier
which is one of vital concern. It is the
fundamental principle which underlies all
our undertakings. [ refer to the question
of finance. [ am wusing a mild term—and
this I think hon. members will admit when
1 have finished—when 1 say that the fin-
ances of the State are in a condifion of
chaos.

Mr. Underwood: A parlous condition.

The PREMIER: Many doubtful exped-
tents have been resorted to, and the expendi-
ture of moneys aclually made during the
last financial year has not been charged up
against the Consolidated Revenue Account.
The revenue credited has in one instance,
st any rate, not been reeeived, and the pub-
lic figures io the 30th June last do not dis-
close the correct state of affairs se far as the
Consolidated Revenne and Esxpenditure of
the State is concerned. The published ac-
counts, as hon. memhers will remember,
showed a defleil on the 30th June of
£1,360.965. Y have had an advisory com-
miltee fo assist me in connection with the
position.  The commitlee is made up of
the Auditor General, the Under Treasurer,
and the Commisioner of Taxation. These
rentlemen have given me reports which
show that items actually paid prior to the
0th Jupe last have not been charged up
against Consolidated Revenue as they ought
to have been charged, and that these items
amount o £95,000 2s. 6d. This is a very
serious state of affairs. It is no nse any-
one tryving to bluff through a position of
lhis sort. Tt is a matter whieh requires the
allention of every member of this Chamber,
if they want the State to go on and prosper
in any degree. If they want outside money
lenders to finance our requirements the very
first thing they have to do is to instil con-
fidence into the nunds of the people they are
zoing to borrow money from. We cannot
expect that eonfidence if our finances are
handted in the manner 1 have deseribed.
There was the special survey of 1he “West-
ern Australia,” amounting to practically
£6.000, which ought to have been charged np
to Consolidated Revenue. The money had
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leen paid away but had not been charged
up. There is also the Vieioria Quay expen-
diture ot £10,365, which ought to have been
charged up but was not so charged.

Mr. Angwin: What wag it charged to?

The PREMIER: The Suspense Account.

Mr. Angwin: By the approval of Parlia-
meni.

The PREMIER: Nolhing of the sort.
This is expenditure for last year,

Mr. Angwini Yes, il was for last year,

The PREMIER: The hon. member ji's
his knowlelge against the report of {hese
three gentlemen, the {inaneial advisers of
the Government, and of Parlinment, because
the advisory committee inciudes the Auditor
Gencral, who i3 responsible only lo Parlia-
ment. )

Mr. Angwin: Twn up last year’s aceounts
and you will find it there.

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman is
talking about something altogether differvent.
The Commission for the Control of
Trade in War 'Tine showed a loss of
£45,000 odd on imported wheat and flour
which was never charged up. .

Mr. Angwin: What was that charged to?

The PREMIER: In connection with the
London paymenis.in suspense, the vouchers
for which had come to hand, there was a
sum of £7,271 which ought to have heen
charged up. There was the loan on the
Kalgoorlie Mechanies’ Institute, being
amounts paid te the A.M.P. Society, under
guaraniee, for repayment of lean, £1,838,
that was pever charged up as it ought to
have been. Therc was the siipment of cattle
from the North-West, paid in June, which
should have been ineluded in the deficit, and
which amounted to £9,.8358 Ss. 4d. The loss
in connection with the grain and foodstufls
board amounted to £69 4s. The expendi-
ture in connection with the Fremanlle Har-
bhour Trust charged to the QGovernment
Property Sales Fund for the year 1915-16,
payment for which had been made by the
Fremantle Harbour Trust Commissioners
on or before 30th June, 1916, and crediied
to Consolidated Revenue Fund in Treasury
books, amounted to £15,000. The total ex-
penditure of £95,000 has been altogelber
omitted from the Consolidated Revenue ex-
penditure. I do not want to say that the

Treasurer for one moment knew of all the
items; but he certainly did know of the
itemn of £45,071 because a request had been
made to limn by the Tnder Treasurer to
debit it up ogainst Consolidated Revenne
Fund, but he took great ecare not to give his
consent to ihis,

Mr, Angwin: T thought youn said you
saw that eight months before,

The PREMIER: 1f ithe bon. member
thinks I said something eight months ago he
is ruite weleome to aseertain the position
from ihe Treasary. T only want the thing
cleaved up. T wanl lo stop these malprac-
tices which are so bad for the Siate, The
true cash deficit of the State to the 30t
Tune last was £1,456,4237 8s. 1d.

Mr. Green: What do you propose lo <o
aont the defieit !

The PREMIER: I will tell the hon. mem-
her. e will get all the information T am
#hle to give bimn. There is ancther peculiar
transaction which [ desire fo refer to,
namely, 1he catile parchased and brought
down from the North-West and sold by
auetion. The late Governmeni were very
careful te take the proceeds of the eattle,
namely, £26,835, and place them to the
credit of Consolidated Revenue prior to the
30th June last, but the cost of bringing
down these cattle and purchasing tlem,
amounling to £22539, has never been
debited, although a portion of the sum,
£0,858, was actually paid out in eash. Not
a penny in connection with the cost of the
{ransaction was placed to debit. Then there
was the amount of £49,449 which was
credited to railway revenne for the carriage
of wheat, and yet we have nol even now re-
ceived the monev, T am not going to make
a point of that amount. I have decided to
treat it is a loan to lhe wheat marketing
board vntil it is paid, and to charge interest
for it, and so to get over the diffienlty in that
way, Seceing that our transactions are all
in cash in the Treasury, hon. members must
admit thal a sum of nearly £50,000 should
never have heen faken to the eredit of the
Railways when they had not the money.
The neglect of the late Treasurer to immedi-
alely give approval to lhe Under Treasurer’s
recommendations is largelv responsible for
this siate of affairs. The sum of £45,000
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lost in conpection with the imported flour
and wheat proves thai contention. The
Under Treasurer minuted to Mr. Scaddan
on the 26th June asking for approval to
inelude this under Revenue Expenditure,
but approval was only given on 17th July,
after the accounts had been elosed. I would
pow like to deal with fhe investment of
sinking fund in Treasury bills, in other
words the payment of our sinking fund con-
tributions to the trustees by bills instead of
in ¢ash, a method which many hon. members
took exeeption (o during the last session of
Parliament. 1 have of course taken upon
myself Lo abolish the system by cablegram.
It is a pernicious one, and unsound from
the financial point of view. The Under
Treasurer objeeted to it on aceount of
its unsound principles, The late Trea-
surer, however, insisted on having il
done.  During the last two vears by his
directions £265,605 have been paid in this
manper by Treasury bills whick ought to
have been paid lo the trustees in cash. The
previous practice was that the trustees. as
they aceumulated the eash payment from the
Treasury to the sinking fund, purchased the
State stocks in the open market, and as a
rule could do so at a discount. It is frue
that in some instances the diseount is small,
but they were always ready to take advan-
tage of the market and make a profit in that
direction. Since the outhreak of war, and
during the time that we have been earrving
on in this manner, all stocks have fallen in
value to a considerable extent, hoth Com-
monweallth and British stoeks. For ex-
ample, the three prer cent. stocks of a face
value of £100 went down to £70, the 314 per
cent. stock went down 1o £72, and the 4 per
cent. stock has fallen in proportion. Had
the trustees continued to invest in the open
market the sinking fund would have bene-
fited, and instead of receiving Treasury bhills
for pavment fhey wonld have had the bene-
fit of at least £52,000. That is to say, the
State has lost 1his amount through the diree-
tions of the late Government in conneclion
with the payment of the sinking fund.

Mr. Tavlor: Covering what period?
The PREMIER: Aboul two years. That

of course is. comparatively speaking, a small
roatter, but it is a large matter if it goes on

year after year. 1 think hor. members will
appreciate the faer that we must make all
efforts, and I am determined to make a big
effort, to keep up these payments, If T am
unable by any mischanee to pay I shall ask
Parliament for sanction by legislation to
alter the system.

Mr. W, D. Jobnson: You cannot discon-
tinue payment withont Parliamentary au-
thority.

The PREMTYER: 1 do not know that I
eonid not. If I had nol the money to pay,
how are hon. members going to make me do
0?7 1 do not think lhere is any law which
sompels a man to find a sovereign if he has
it not in his pockel. One cannot get bleod
ouf of a stone. One cannot gel money out.
of an empty Treasury.

Mr. W. D). Jolmson: Are you going to
run this eountry on that principle?

The PREMTIER : The hon. member inter-
jecting has already done it.

Afr. Taxzlor: Tt has always been done,

The PREMIER: The previous Govern-
went paid hy promisgory notes instead of by
eash. “Thank the Lord, that is paid” is the
aititnde that has been adopted bv the pre-
vions Government.

Mr, W, D, Johnson: You say that if you
had the monev vou would send it out of the
Stale o purchase bouwds hecause they are
cheap.

The PREMIER: I said nothing of the
kind. T said that if the irustecs had hought
bon'ls at the market price a large sum, which
the Staie bas now losi, wonld lave heen
savel fo Western Ansiralia, We do not
raise money in London; we borrow it in
London. T am not going te brine money
from London here that is required in
London. People who finance in that
way find themselves in the bankrontey
ecourt, or possibly in the lockan. In
connection with this matter I shall have
to introduce a Bill, and I ask hon. members
to follow me while T briefly outline the pro-
poserd lerislation. T intend to introdnece a
measure legalising the action of the Ilate
Treasurer in taking loan and other moneys
for the purposes of the deficit. We are now
in an illegal position. The State has atil-
ised, the Iate Government have uiiliced, trust
moneys for the purpose of meetine the de-
fieit,
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Mr. Taylor: It has been done before, has
it not?

The PREMIER: To a very small extent.
One does not get deficits of a million and a
halt every day in a swmall community suech
as this of Western Australia.

Mz, Taylor: Your party’s credit was not
50 good.

The PREMIER: I propose to legalise
the aclion of the late Treasurer, and I pro-
pose to transfer the whole of the deficit to
4 public accounis advanee account,

Mr. W. D. Jobuson: How far will you
make that legislation retrospective?  Will
you cover your actions, as well as Mr.
Scaddan’s?

The PREMIER: T left a surplus in the
Treasury. That is a foolish question. T
propose, by Act of Parliament, to transfer
the deficit to a publie accounts advance ac
ecount, or, in olher words, to fund the
defleit.

Mr. W. D, Johnson: Just answer me this
question. Are you building up all these ad-
vance accounis just now in anticipation of
having defieils yourself, so that you can in-
clude them all?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. W, D. Johnson: You will rake up
everything youn can and get it all in?

The PREMIER: Of course, to put things
on a sound legal fooling, so as te ensure
that Parliament shall be consulted in fu-
ture. I am going to provide not only for
last year's deficit, and for the deficit
which ought to have been included in last
year’s figures and which will form part of
this year’s deficit, but also for this year’s
deficit.

Mr, Bolton:
scheme.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
very brilliant to think so. If hon, members
will permit me to go along, I will try and
get through. The Bill in question will pro-
vide for transferring the deficit to a pub-
lic aceounts advance aceount, and also for
reimbursing the deficits of the present year
and of subsequent years, should such de-
ficits oceur from time to time. The measure
will be a machinery Bill to deal with de-
ficits. I am acting on the adviee and re-
port of the expert financial advisers of the

I thought that was the

Government, who have inguired into the
matter for me. I shall take power to issue
bonds or stock for repayment of these
moneys which have been illegally diverted
from their legitimate purpose. There will
e a proper limitation on the issue of the
bonds. The Treasurer will not be able to
postpone indefinitely the issue of the honds.
They must be issued within, say, three
years. T propose that their currency shall
be 30 vears. There will he the necessary
restrictions as to amounts to be raised in
subsequent years., The restrictions will be
set forth in the Bill, the object being to
control the Treasurer. The Treasurer will
have o come to Parliament each year to
get Parliamentary sanction for dealing
with the deficit which he estimates will oec-
eur. In every year the Treasurer will have
to disclose his hand fully to Parliament,
saying “There is the defieit, and I propose
te deal with it in this way.” 1 estimate it is
going to cost £100,000 per annnm for the
next 30 years to wipe out the present deficit;
that is, to provide interest and sinking
fund.

Mr, Taylor: What will your sinking fund
be?

The PREMIER: “What I have given is
just a brief outline of the Bill. When the
measure is introduced fuller details will, of
course, be given to the House. Then I pro-
pose to introduce immediately a Bill to
amend the Treasury Bills Act. At the pre-
sent time a very alarming state of affairs
exists as regards our Treasury bills. The
Act limits the Treasurer to the issue of
three million pounds worth of Treasury
bills against Loan Acts in foree. I find that
the State has issued Treasury bills to the
amount of £4,011,960, or £1,011,960 in ex-
cess of the fegal anthorisation. What on
earth is the use of havinc these legal re-
stricfions, these Acts of Parliament, if
they are not eomplied with? Very seri-
ons complications may arise if we do not
remedy the defect at once. The holders of
these Treasury bills might want to know
by what authority we had issued them; and
so there might be trouble in store for us.
I shall ask Parliament immediately to give
the Government power—in the present
stringent time, when we are controlled to
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sume extent absolutely by the Common-
wealth as to our borrowings, and slsv con-
trolled by the war and the stringenecy of
the money market—power to issue Treas-
ury bills at the Government’s discretion
to the extent of any unraised balance of a
loan authorised by Parliament. At the pre-
sent time the Treasurer has power to raise
money by Treasury bills against the balance
of any loan authorised by Parliament, but
that power extends only to three million
pounds’ worth of Treasury bills. The ob-
ject of the limitation, of course, is obvious.
Treasury bills have not quite the same se-
curity as inseribed stock has.  Treasury
bills are secured on the consolidated re-
venue, inscribed stock on the whole of the
assels of the State. Treasury bills do not
carry a sinking fund, being only for tem-
porary purposes. Inseribed stock carries
sioking fund, under the Aect. At all events,
we as a State have exceeded our antbority
for the issue of Treasury bills; and the mat-
ter must be put right immediately. Dur-
ing the present financial stress the markef
for the issue of inmseribed stock has been
practicaily closed, and Treasury bills have
become a necessary substitute. We are
bound, as hon. members, I think, know,
to float our loans through the Common-
wealth. All the States of the Common-
wealth, except New South Wales, have
joined in that agreement. The Commeon-
wealth demands that short-dated Treasury
bills be issued pending an adjustment for
the issue of inscribed stock in respect of
money the Commonwealth is raising at
Home and re-lending to the Sfates. Taxa-
tion, must of necessity, be raised in order
to provide at any rate the £100,000 per
annhum required for the aceumulated deficit,
and the State’s contribufion to the Repa-
triation Fund, amounting in round figures
to £16,000 per anmum, and for other essen-
tial expenditure.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
distance,

The PREMIER: No. Details will be
given when the necessary Bill is introduced,
after the Estimates have been prepared
and the State’s requirements ascerlained.
At the present moment I am not in a posi-
tion to say what the State’s requirements
are.

[6]

That will not go any

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Upper House will
pass any taxation measure for you.

The PREMIER: I am happy to hear it.
I am determined that Parliament shall re-
sume contro} of the finances of the State.
It is too big a burden for any Treasurer
to undertake. Parliament must consider
the position and give the necessary powers
and authority. Anrother Bill we propose to
introduce, and a very important one, will
make provision for the befter representa-
tion of the people in Parliament,

Mr. Hudson: Did you not try that once
beforet

The PREMIER: I proposed it once be-
fore, and I carried it through once before.
The Bill will provide for the appointment
of three electoral ecommissioners, who will
submit a resubdivision of the Stale into
districts, and provide for equitable repre-
sentation of the Northern and North-West
portions of the State, the agricultural, the
mining, and the metropolitan areas. The
necessity for legislation of this nature is
admitted by all. OQur predecessors intro-
duced during the Iast Parliament a mea-
sure, which however did not comprise what
we consider a fair deal in this matter. I
think the Attorney General will be able to
convinee hon. members opposite that the
measure which he will shortly introduce is
very muech more equitable than the late
Government’s measure. A Bill is necessary,
and will he introduced, to place the wheat
marketing scheme on a legal footing, and
to enable its continuance by proclamation
during the fortheoming season, 1916-17,
The measure will substantially follow the
provisions of the Aets of the other States.
Then several Bills are to be introdnced for
the benefit of our soldiers at the front.

My, Munsie: Is not this wheat pool busi-
ness a form of State trading concern?

The PREMIER: No. It has no relation
to State trading. A Bill will be introduced
to facilitate the execution of instruments
by soldiers on active service, to enable the
attestation of instruments under the Trans-
fer of Land Act by statulory witnesses to
be dispensed with, thus simplifying the pro-
cedure and allowing =oldiers in the trenches
or in eamp to be witnesses. Then we de-
sire to preserve the electoral franchise of
onr soldiers on active serviee, to enable
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them to vote for the electoral distriets in
which they are enrolled, and to enable them
to beecome enrolled for the distriets in
which they may have lived from time to
timme prior to enlistment. Further, the Gov-
ernment witl ask for amendment of the
Workers’ Homes Act. We are sirong be-
lievers in the freehold system, and we wish
to enable lessees to convert leasehold into
freehold if they so desire, on equitable
terms. We propose lo amend the Land Aet
so as to enable lessees of town lots to con-
vert 1heir leaseholds inlo freeholds on con-
ditional purchase terms. We are, of course,
prepared to eontinue any lessee who does
not wish te convert his holding into free-
hold. We want legislation to amend the
Industries Assistanee Act to enable repay-
ment of advances to be spread over a period
of years, say five vears. And there will
also be several other Bills. One to confer
power Tetrospeetively on the Cominon-
wealth Parliament to tax salaries of Min-
isters, eivil servants and others.  All these
are ready to pay the tax but theve being no
legal power have not done so in the past.
Another Biill will be to make our vear
synchronise with Commonwealth law in ihe
mwatter of Land and Income Tax returns;
that is to say that the year shall end on
the 30th June instead of 31st December,
to ecoincide with the Commonwealth peried.
and thus enable the reeiproeal exchange of
information hetween State and Comwmon-
weslth Commissioners. Another Bill will
bring companies under the same provision
as brivate individuals in the matter of in-
come tax. but not neeessarily the same rate
of tax. There will be a Bill to amend the
Prading Concerns Act so as to provide
" proper capital, to regulate and control the
aeepvnts and fo debit or eredit inlerest as
the caze may be on Treasury balances. Then
we propese to bring in legislation in regard
to street betting and ihe abolition of the
bookmaker, which I hope hon. members will
support.

My, Collier: What will you do with the
bookmakers?,

The PREMIER: There is plenty of room
at Blackhoy Hill for them. JMembers are
aware that street betling at present is a
matiler subject to municipal by-laws. Then

there is to be a Bill to enable the W.A. Day
Funds locally raised to be applied not only
to Red Cross objects but for the benefit,
assistance and advancement generally of re-
{urned sick and wonnded.

My, Bolton: That Bill is already intro-
duced, I think.

The PREMIER: T am aware that many
of these Bills bave already been approved.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: The red cross mat-
ter is the Privileged Bill.

The PREMIER: Bills will also be intro-
duced ito enable the Lake Clifton lime de-

_posits to be leased and for the construetion

of a railway by the lessees to connect with
the Government railway system,

Mr. Collier: Two Bills?

The PREMIER: Yes, We want people
to come here and profitably invest their
money, employ iabour and reap some return
from their efforts. Another Bill will au-
thorise the leasing of the lime deposits at
Capel and the dredging of shell in Melville
Water for the manufacture of cement. We
also propose to legisiate for the taxation
of amusements of all kinds and to increase
the totalirator duty. An amendment of the
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act
is required to adjust anomalies and defeets
which fhe experiences of the last few years
lhave proved to exist. A huge department
has been built up, and undoubtedly many
cionomirs can be effected. As showing how
much the Gnances require adjustment, I may
say that on the 30th June Jast, the Afetro-
pniitan Water Supply undertaking was in-
debted to the Treasury in the sum of nearly
£4.000. The Government is of opinion that
the Metropolitan Whater and Sewerage
should be under & Board of eontrol, and we
propose to confer with the local authori-
ties concerned as Lo the best scheme to be
adopted to inaugurate this, in order ihat
the old system of taxation without repre-
sentation shall be abolished.  Then, with
rezard to the question of returned soldiers,
special legislation will be introduced mak-
ing provision for the settlement of returned
sglliers on the land under speeial condi-
tions. exemption from payment of rent for
a stafed period, a special rate of interest
for loan moneys to be raised by the Com-
monwealth and lent to the States fur the
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porpose of settling these men on the land,
and necessary restrictions in respect of
transfers. Other important special condi-
tions of advantage to soldiers will also be
included. Acts on these lines have already
been passed in South Australia and New
Zealand and we will follow on the lines
adopted ip those States. This legislation
will apply to members of the lmperial
Foress as well as (o onr own soldiers. We
lioj ¢ that when the war terminates and nuw-
hets of solidiers have returned and are wani-
ing to strike out in new felds something
may be done by this means to build up a
large population and eslablish these men
in happy homes. [ have endeavoured to
outline the legislation proposed.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: What aboul bulk
handiing !

The PREMIER: Regarding the bulk
handling of wheat, we endorse the system,
but are not quite satisfied with the asree-
ment enlered into by the late Government,
who negotiated with the firm of Metealf &
Co., of Montreal, Canada. Ag agreement
for (he preparalion of plans and the super-
vision of the work was prepared and
signed by the Company, but is incomplere
inasmuch as it has not been signed by the
Government. We are now looking into the
matier before completing this agreement. We
have copies of agreements entered into be-
tween the Governments of South Australia
and New Sonth Wales with the same firm
for similar work, and they differ materially
from our agreement in regard e payment
for services to be rendered.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Qurs is more liberai.

The PREMIER: This question of bulk
handiing is a very big matter. We recog-
nise the necessity for inaugurating this svs-
tem which will cost a very large sum of
money.

Member:
about.

The PREMIER: The whole matter will
be inquired into and given eareful consider-
ation, and Parliament will be supplied with
the fullest information. We appreciate the
benefits of bulk handling and are fully alive
to the advantages which wonld acrue if the
systern were now enforced, and if the wheat
to be held during the next 18 months coutld
be stored under it. In connection with the

jt is a good thing to talk

Iodustries Assistance Board cerlain amend-
ments will be required. A oew Fire Bri-
wades Bill 1o amend the Aei of 1900 will
be introduced, TUnder Lhe 1909 Act Lthe cost
of fire brigades has increased heyond ull
expeclativn and it is desirable that a check
be put on the ever-increasing expenditure
withoul interfering with the good work done
by the Fire Biigades Board. The chief
feature of the amending Bill will be, whilst
maimiaining & form of cenlral adwinisira-
tion. to give to loeal governing authorities
a measure of control in respect of the
an;ount of money to be raised in their res-
| eelive dislriets, the ¢lass of brigade and
methorl of fire proteclion therein: also lo
provide that lhe money vaised from loeal
authorities shail be confined to their propor-
tion of expenditure actually incurred in
their districts, plus o fair charge for admin-
istrative expenses. I now come to the Tndus-
tries Assistance Board. The affairs of this
Board were found to be in a state ot abso-
lute chaos. Mafters were in a very serious
positicn indeed. The ledger had not been
posted for three months. Advances were
made far in excess of whal was contem-
plated in the Aect; and undoubtedly there
will he very heavy loss. The work of the
board has been most unsatisfactory, Delays
have occurred in answering correspondence
and not supplying fertilisers, and other re-
quirements, uniil late in the season. There
was also ihe inability to render accounts,
and there was negleet to pay the surplus
owing to many farmers who sold their wheat
through the board, and, as hon. members
are aware, wasters in many instances were
helped beyond their merits, and the honest
farmer was discouraged until many left
their holdings. Hon. members are conver-
sant with these eomplaints which have been
before them on many oecasions. The Min-
ister in charge has put the whole concern
on a sound and proper basis. His efforts
have been direcied to a recrganisalion of the
department and to endeavour to clear up the
past transactions and ascerfain the loss
which was ineurred.

Alr. Collier: He had it reorganised in
three days, so that it eonld not have been
too bad.

The PREMIER: It was all a question of
brain power and experience, and the Min-
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ister excels in both directions. In conneec-
tion with the Edueation Department, it is
generally recognised that one of the lessons
of the war is the need for national efficiency,
which can only be aitained by aiming at
the highest possible standard of intellectual
development. The expenditure on educa-
tion in the past has been generous and Par-
liament has never begrudged it. Facilities
bave been afforded to even the smallest
places and it is intended to take steps in the
direction of providing that when a pupil
has reached the age of 14 years, and left
schoal, he shall not forget what he has al-
ready learnt, In the metropolitan area in
Kalgoorlie this need has been met by the
establishment of secondary sehbools.

Mr. Collier: There is one thing lacking
and it is that it ought to be made eompul-
sory, say up to the age of 17.

The PREMIER: I am not prepared to
say that that is a fair thing.

Mr. Collier: There is only a comparatively
small number altending those sechools and
they are missing good opportunities.

The PREMIER: There is no doubt that
the State secondary schools have done for
people of limited means what private see-
ondary sehools have done for those who
could afford to send their children to them.
The continuation classes in the larger cen-
tres of population are also doing great work,
and efforts will be made to extend those
classes wherever opportunities offer, and
such matters as the establishment of day
eontinuation classes, and some form of eom-
pulsory attendance are receiving careful
consideration. For myself T do not see how
we can bring that about, but the Govern-
ment recognise that such eompulsion ean
only be exercised by the clearly expressed
will of the people.

Mr, Collier: We abolished fees and the
attendances fell off.

The PREMIER: It is a very strange
thing that it bad that effect. Every effort
is being made to bring the whole of the
faets to the notice of both employers and
parents, The matter of providing second-
ary education in country districts is being
considered by the Minister, the Director of
Edneation, the Professor of Agrieulture in
the University, and the Commissioner of
the Wheat Belt, and it is hoped that some

suggestions will be put forward which will
enable the Government to take the initial
steps at the beginning of the year. There,
again, however, we have financial stringency
stepping in. 1f we have not the money we
cannot provide the facilities, and the Gov-
ernment will be compelled to proceed slowly,
though the faet that a full inquiry will have
been made will enable us to deal economi-
cally with the matier. There iz a lack of
teachers owing to the spirited manner in
which they have responded to the eall of
Empire. That has occasioned considerable
diffieulty, as it bas in other departments and
in other oceupations. The Government re-
cognise the paramount importance of the
question and are determined to do what they
can, and the desire is to be ready when the
war is over to take advantage of our op-
portunitfies. The Minister for Education
has already sanctioned a reduection in the
number of children atlending the sechools;
that has been reduced from 10 to 8.

Mr, Smith: Do you propoese to extend the
kindergarten?

The PREMIER: I should like to do so
but we have not the means to do all that
we would wish te do.

Mr. Smith: You are charging them rent
for the hovels they are living in.

The PREMIER: I think that one of
what Lhe hon. member ealls hovels i1s free.
I have ocecupied suificient time in endeav-
ouring to outline the position as we Yound
it. T have endeavoured to forecast the
trend of legislation deemed necessary for
the welfare and progress of the State. Some
of the Bills had already heen adopted by
our predecessors, and other measures will
doubtless be found necessary as the session
progresses. The Estimates for the earrent
year are in the course of active preparation
and I hope shortly to submit the Budget to
the House. The ountstanding feature of the
present time is Australia’s attitude towards
the war, whether we are to continue to do
our duty to the Empire and Australia, so
nobly begun iwo years ago, and whether
we are to answer the call of the Prime Min-
ister on the eonscription referendum., The
Government will support hearttly, and if
necessary ask for an adjournment to en-
able members to actively participate in the
campaign. Anstralia’s name has been made
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glorious by the valour of her sons and we
are determined that the sacrifice shali not
he in vain, aml we will do our utmost lo
compel all to shoulder their responsihilities.
Self preservation and national duty alike
eall us and I hope few will be found want-
ing in this great erisis, I move an amend-
ment—

That the following weords be added to
the Address-in-reply.—“We beg to assure
Your Excellency that we will give most
careful consideration (o measures thal
will best promote the welfare and pros-
perity of Western Australin”

On motion by Mr. W. D. Johnson, de-
bate adjourned.

House udjourned at 8.40 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 20th September, 1916.

Papers preacnted
Assent to Bills ..

iy
L .8
Address-in-reply, third day, amendment 83

The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Land
Clearing Operations—Auadit of accounts to
30th June, 1916. 2, Stock Suspense Aec-
count Regulations, 3, Abattoirs Aet, 1909—
(a) Amendment of Regulation 18; (b)
Amended Regulations, 4, Plant Diseases
Act, 1914—(a)} Regulation re importation
of potatoes from Vietoria; (b} Regulations.
5, Land Aect, 189S, and Amendments—By-
laws (Section 43). 6, Zoological Gardens
Act, 1898—Regulations. 7, Cemsteries Aect,
1897, and Amendments—By-laws.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Messages from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills of last session :-—

1. Supplementary Loan,

2, War Council.

3. Fremantle Municipal Tramways and
Electric Lighting Act Amendment.

. Health Aect Amendment.

. Roads Closure,

. Land Act Amendment.

. Permanent Reserva,

. Supply (Ne. 1).
. Licensing Aect
ance.

10. Supply (Ne. 2).
11. Licensing Aet Amendment.

W

W00~ &

Amendment Continu-

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day—.Amendment.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply and on the following amendment
moved by the Colonial Seeretary :—“We beg
to assure Your Excellency that we will give
the most careful consideration to measures
that will best promote the welfare and pro-
sperity of Western Australia.”

Hon. J. M. DREW (Central) [4.40] :
Permit me in the first place to offer my con-
gratulations to Mr. Colebatch on his eleva-
tion to the leadership of the House. I feel
eertain from my experience of the hon. gen-
tleman that with his great ability and his
masterly grasp of details, shown during the
titue he occupied the position in the House
which I now enjoy, he will do very great
credit indeed to the office. Henceforth I
shall, to a large extent, be the critic instead
of the ecriticised, but I trust that in all my
comments T shall be fair and in no case
indulge in purposeless or wanton eriticism.
T do not intend to traverse the whole of the
speech made by the Colonial Secretary yes-
terday, but the hon. gentleman trenched on
some controversial ground and made state-
ments which I do not intend to allow to pass
uachallenged.  The Minister boasted that
Mr. Hamersley’s return for the East Pro-
vince was a brilliant vietory for the Liberal
side. This is only a small matter, but if I



